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Introduction 

Lent is a season of change, of challenge, of growth. I hope you will join us as we journey 

together this year, seeking God’s face with renewed vigor. 

Our theme for this Lenten season will be “Stumbling Towards Grace”. It comes from the 

reading for today, Ash Wednesday. We are people who strive and stride towards God. But 

we would be remiss to not admit that we often stumble as frequently as we sprint with 

confidence. 

This is okay. This is human. This is holy. 

What is important, is that regardless of our stumbles we continue to move towards the God 

of love. We fall down, and we get up. We fall down, and we get up. And if we are doing it the 

way Jesus intended, then we are walking together - holding each other up as we hobble 

along towards God’s perfect love. 

One way we can do this in this season is by using this devotional, written by our friends and 

loved ones. In this stories and reflections, we can hear God’s voice speak in a myriad of 

ways - challenging us and encouraging us for this Lenten journey. 

So yes, I hope you will join me on this journey. It takes a village, a community, a church. 

May we join Christ in walking this road, in finding God’s way of bearing divine love in our 

world. 

May we be transformed again by mercy. 

Love, 

Pastor Brandon 

 

Unless otherwise noted, scripture citations come from the New Revised Standard Version of the bible. 

This devotional can be found online at 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rWqGWqmKtsvn-lHIkeC_8lItzEBykygXt6TlGX_6ECE/edit?usp=sharing 
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Wednesday, March 6, 2019 

Matthew 18:1-9 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven?” 2 He called a child, whom he put among them, 3 and said, “Truly I tell you, unless 

you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 

Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 

Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

6 “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it 

would be better for you if a great millstone were fastened around your neck and you were 

drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 Woe to the world because of stumbling blocks! 

Occasions for stumbling are bound to come, but woe to the one by whom the stumbling 

block comes! 

8 “If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away; it is better 

for you to enter life maimed or lame than to have two hands or two feet and to be thrown 

into the eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out and throw it away; it 

is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into the 

hell of fire. 

Devotional - Donna K. Fitch 

When the Carters were still living in the greater Birmingham metroplex, Scott told his little 

girls that “Aunt” Donna had been known to trip over her own shadow. (I do own my 

childhood nickname, “Grace.”) So every Sunday when it was sunny out, Rebekah and Jessie 

would solemnly escort me to my car, a hand on each of my arms, so I wouldn’t fall. 

I appreciate their preciousness and wide-eyed trust of what their daddy told them. But the 

truth is, I can and have stumbled over nothing. Stumbling comes naturally to me. I might 

could even stumble for my country. 

This particular passage in Matthew touches on an amazing array of topics in a short 

number of verses. Jesus probably rolled His eyes when the disciples asked Him, “Who is the 
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greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” He chose to call over a little child, probably belonging 

to one of His female followers, to illustrate His point. Children were low in the order of 

status in that day, even lower than women. But this is whom Jesus exhorted the disciples to 

emulate. 

He switches gears in verse 6 from literal children to figurative ones. In The Voice Bible, that 

verse reads, “And do not lead astray one of the weak and friendless who believes in Me. If 

you do, it would be better for you to be dragged down with a millstone and drowned in the 

bottom of the sea.” The New International Version clarifies the phrase “one of the little ones” 

as “those who believe in me.” The Zondervan Bible Commentary says that a better translation 

(by Monsignor Ronald Knox) of “causes one of these little ones…to stumble” is “hurts the 

conscience of.” The commentary goes on to say that “There are those who have never come 

to faith because of the unfaithful conduct of the ‘faithful,’ and there are many spiritual 

cripples thanks to their early impressions of a church.” 

Ouch. How many times have we behaved inappropriately and caused someone else to 

question faith, the church, and Christ because of us? By “inappropriately,” I don’t even 

mean anything as drastic as being caught in “big sins.” Running down fellow sisters and 

brothers in Christ in front of nonbelievers can cause just as much stumbling. And I think 

that by causing others to stumble, we’re stumbling ourselves. People who cause others to 

stumble or hurt their conscience do not demonstrate humility, as they are often so certain 

their way is right. The consequences, as Jesus pronounces them, are dire. Just read verses 7 

through 9. 

We need (and I’m looking at myself) a huge dose of humility in our dealings with others. I 

definitely don’t want to be guilty of stumbling by causing someone else to stumble. Maybe 

if we hold on tightly to each other (metaphorically speaking) and keep our eyes on Jesus, we 

can avoid those treacherous shadows that threaten our feet, and so strengthen one 

another with humility and grace. 

My Prayer 

Lord, help me to step in the paths of humility and grace, so I don’t cause others to stumble, and 

that I don’t stumble myself. Amen. 
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Thursday, March 7, 2019 

 

Psalm 146:7c-10 (MSG) 

God frees prisoners— 

he gives sight to the blind, 

he lifts up the fallen. 

God loves good people, 

protects strangers, 

takes the side of orphans 

and widows, 

but makes short work of 

the wicked. 

God’s in charge—always. 

Zion’s God is God for good! 

Hallelujah! 

 

 

 

 

Devotional - “Wholeness” - Julia Washburn 

What comes to mind while pondering this image? Something like, “What is that??”   

How many shades of light are there?   
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Does intentionally looking for the light make a difference in what we see?  

The Light in this passage is a beautiful picture of salvation’s wholeness. Salvation, defined 

generally, is “preservation or deliverance from harm, ruin, or loss.” We who are imprisoned, 

blinded, bent over, unsteady, or fallen will suffer harm, ruin, or loss from external or 

internal oppression without help. Salvation, completed through Christ’s death and 

resurrection, unfolds on earth as a process toward redeeming wholeness, like a restored, 

organic circle that depends on Light to define sight.  

The passage shifts for a moment: “God loves good people.” For a moment, we are invited to 

marvel at the love, the profound joy our Creator takes in us, his broken, redeemed people 

whom he calls good. “What is man that you are mindful of him?” (Ps. 8:4)  

Goodness benefits others. Just as God helps the oppressed, he loves those who embrace 

his salvation. And because of his love, good people are equipped to interact with others in 

need—strangers to this land, friendless, and those acquainted with great loss. Like a 

circular movement, one good deed can beget another, helping, restoring, influencing. God 

does more than get things in working order; he makes a way through pain and oppression.  

Part of the complex nature of seeing light is realizing the presence of darkness. And part of 

the complexity of goodness is justice. The way of those who walk in the shadow of Light will 

come to ruin.  

The Light always shines, even when we don’t see it. Looking for the Light matters because 

the way we see it changes how we interact with what it reveals.  
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Friday, March 8, 2019 

Psalm 51:1-3 - King David's Psalm of Repentance for His Sin with Bathsheba 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, 

    according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy 

    blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

    and cleanse me from my sin. 

 
3 For I know my transgressions, 

    and my sin is ever before me. 

Devotional - Doug Bradle 

King David wrote this psalm of repentance in response to the prophet Nathan's rebuke. 

Nathan told a story to David concerning a rich man with a great abundance of livestock and 

sheep who lived near a poor man with very little. The poor man's family had only one ewe 

lamb that they raised as a dear family member and that they treasured. When the rich man 

entertained a guest he refused to use any of his livestock to provide the meal but instead 

took that poor man's little lamb and slaughtered it for his guest. David was furious and 

declared that the rich man deserved to die and should repay the poor man four-fold for his 

deeds and his hard heart. Nathan's reply was “You are that man!” This story comes from 2 

Samuel Chapters 11 and 12. 

I have come to see that one of my Father's great gifts is the recognition of the depth of my 

own sinfulness. By nature I am prideful, self-absorbed, judgemental, self-pitying and so full 

of myself that I cannot see my brother's suffering. I, too, am that man. I seek after the 

moral high ground so I do not have to look within. I am forever trying to remove the speck 

from my brother's eye while ignoring the plank in my own. In this condition I cannot be of 

any real help to anyone. I try to escape this prison by my own means and completely fail. I 

have run out of solutions. I have reached the end of myself. 
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I cry out to the Lord in my utter helplessness as David did. I am humbled. In the midst of 

my darkness. He hears me and lifts me into the sunlight of His Spirit. He comes to my 

rescue and He teaches me through His Word and the people, places and circumstances He 

chooses for me how to live in a different and better way of life. I trust in His will for me 

rather than my own. His love is unfailing, His compassion cleanses me each day. His loving 

and powerful arms lead me through that narrow gate into never-ending green pastures 

where I find rest for my soul. 
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Saturday, March 9, 2019 

Matthew 13:54-58 

54 He came to his hometown and began to teach the people in their synagogue, so that they 

were astounded and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these deeds of power? 
55 Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers 

James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56 And are not all his sisters with us? Where then 

did this man get all this?” 57 And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “Prophets 

are not without honor except in their own country and in their own house.” 58 And he did 

not do many deeds of power there, because of their unbelief. 

Devotional - Lindsay Pruitt 

In this passage we read about Jesus returning to his hometown. At this point in the book of 

Matthew, Jesus is in the beginning of his ministry. Jesus is on the top of his ministry game 

of doing healing after healing,  teachings, parables, and the crowds are coming to see him. 

Jesus returns to his hometown and things get awkward. The crowd in the synagogue can’t 

get past that he is the carpenter’s son. They meet Jesus with judgment and ignorance. 

Earlier in chapter 13 Jesus quotes the prophet Isaiah, “You will indeed listen, but never 

understand, and you will indeed look, but never perceive.” (Matthew 13:14). Because the 

hometown crowd only sees Jesus as the son of Mary and Joseph they never fully embrace 

Jesus identity as the Son of God.  

What can we take from this story? What can we learn about Jesus and the disciples in this 

story? What we can learn is that even though Jesus is rejected by his hometown, he still 

moves forward in fulfilling God’s Commission. Accepted or rejected, Jesus knows his 

purpose and identity, and through divine courage and conviction shares the good news 

without concerning himself with the response of the crowd. 
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Sunday, March 10, 2019 

Matthew 18:15-35 (NIV) 

15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If 

they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two 

others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three 

witnesses. 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even 

to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 

18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 

19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will 

be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three gather in my name, 

there am I with them.” 

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or 

sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 

22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.[f] 

23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his 

servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold[g] 

was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his 

wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 

26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will 

pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let 

him go. 

28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 

hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe 

me!’ he demanded. 
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29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it 

back.’ 

30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could 

pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and 

went and told their master everything that had happened. 

32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that 

debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow 

servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be 

tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 

35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or 

sister from your heart.” 

Devotional - Patsy Jeffcoat 

At first, these passages seem to focus on other people’s sins.  That’s convenient and 

comfortable, right? It’s much better than focusing on our own sins and shortcomings (log, 

meet splinter).  Actually, though, these verses help us understand how we should react to 

other people’s sins against us.  That’s much harder.  I don’t know about you, but I often find 

it easier to forgive and show mercy when someone’s transgressions don’t affect me or 

someone I love directly. However, hurt someone I love?  That’s different.   

I have seen, in business and personally, that it is much more effective and healing to settle 

conflicts in private, if at all possible.  Be kind, try to understand the other point of view, 

agree to disagree if necessary, and forgive.   That’s easier said than done for sure, but Jesus 

is clear here.  If we follow Him, we are to forgive and show mercy, just as God forgives and 

shows mercy to us. 

Sounds simple and straightforward, doesn’t it?  Well, until we try to apply it to real life 

experiences and emotions, it does.  Should forgiveness be conditional?  What if the person 

who has treated us badly doesn’t think they’ve done anything wrong, is not sorry, and does 

not want forgiveness?   Are there actions that are unforgivable?   
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In the parable, the king (God) forgives initially, but then punishes harshly when the servant 

does not forgive.  What happened to forgiving 77 or 70x7 times, or an infinite number of 

times?  Well, the king (God) does not forgive the servant who does not show forgiveness 

himself.   

However we wrestle with the more difficult questions related to forgiveness, I believe the 

point here is this:  God, who forgives, expects those of us who profess to follow Jesus, to 

forgive one another.  As we see in Romans 12:18, “If it is possible, as far as it depends on 

you, live at peace with everyone.”  Amen. 
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Monday, March 11, 2019 
Psalm 32:1-2 

1 Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, 

    whose sin is covered. 
2 Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, 

    and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

Devotional - Mary Frances Whitmer 

King David stands as a prime example, not only of sin but also of the reality of forgiveness. 

King David’s story proves that our sins, no matter how bad, need not separate us 

permanently from God and God’s plan for us.  The restoration to fellowship with God 

results not from half-hearted “forgive me” but a broken spirit. 

No matter how serious our character lapses or sins may be, God knows how to make clean 

hearts out of dirty ones. Praise Him this Season of Lent and for the joy of forgiveness. 
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Tuesday, March 12, 2019 

Matthew 14:1-12 

At that time Herod the ruler heard reports about Jesus; 2 and he said to his servants, “This is 

John the Baptist; he has been raised from the dead, and for this reason these powers are at 

work in him.” 3 For Herod had arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account 

of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, 4 because John had been telling him, “It is not lawful 

for you to have her.” 5 Though Herod wanted to put him to death, he feared the crowd, 

because they regarded him as a prophet. 6 But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter 

of Herodias danced before the company, and she pleased Herod 7 so much that he 

promised on oath to grant her whatever she might ask. 8 Prompted by her mother, she 

said, “Give me the head of John the Baptist here on a platter.” 9 The king was grieved, yet 

out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he commanded it to be given; 10 he sent and 

had John beheaded in the prison. 11 The head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, 

who brought it to her mother. 12 His disciples came and took the body and buried it; then 

they went and told Jesus. 

Devotional - Jessica Haywood 

What a spicy scripture to write about in a devotional while preparing for Easter.  We have 

gossip, guilt, an arrest, infidelity, and a head on a platter.  

John the Baptist was telling Herod that he should not be with his brother’s wife, Herodias. 

This enraged Herod, so he had John the Baptist arrested. Herod was guilty and probably 

knew his guilt of having another man’s wife, so instead of stopping his relationship with 

Herodias he arrested the one reminding him of how to be righteous.  

Have you ever been the one speaking truth to someone, when they did not want to hear it? 

Have you ever been the one hearing truth you did not want to believe? Both are hard roads 

to walk, especially when pride and position are at stake. Herod did not want to listen to 

John the Baptist.  After all, it is easier to get rid of the thing causing us guilt than it is to get 

rid of the sin.  
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Herodias was probably feeling guilty, so she jumped on the chance to rid herself of the 

guilt. She tells her daughter to demand the head of John the Baptist. Due to a previous 

oath, Herod must meet the girl’s demand.  

Guilt is powerful.  It can tie us down, make us hate, and make us long for more evil to be 

done to make us look good.  What are you guilty about? Have you let the guilt of an event 

or decision drag you deeper? Did you eat one too many milkshakes from Chick-Fil-A? (Wait 

that one is just me.) Guilt is powerful, but don’t let it be more powerful than the God who 

created you and wants a relationship with you. He can heal you from any guilt.  
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Wednesday, March 13, 2019 

Matthew 14:34-15:9 

34 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret. 35 After the people of that 

place recognized him, they sent word throughout the region and brought all who were sick 

to him, 36 and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who 

touched it were healed. 

15:1 Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, 2 “Why do your 

disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands before they 

eat.” 3 He answered them, “And why do you break the commandment of God for the sake 

of your tradition? 4 For God said, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘Whoever 

speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.’ 5 But you say that whoever tells father or 

mother, ‘Whatever support you might have had from me is given to God,’ then that person 

need not honor the father. 6 So, for the sake of your tradition, you make void the word of 

God. 7 You hypocrites! Isaiah prophesied rightly about you when he said: 
8 ‘This people honors me with their lips, 

    but their hearts are far from me; 
9 in vain do they worship me, 

    teaching human precepts as doctrines.’” 

 

Devotional - Brandon Hudson 

I’ve been on airplanes and other modern contraptions of forced relationship when my 

fellow passengers have discovered that I am a “pastor.” Most of the time this means that 

people stop using the four letter words their mommas warned them about, despite the fact 

that scripture itself (at least in the original languages) contains some “choice” and “pointed” 

words that would get my kids sent to the principal’s office. 

When people find out that I’m a pastor, they have a similar response to that of some folks 

who find out that others are “Christians”. They keep away, or at least they stop being real. 
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This is not the response Jesus got from crowds. There was something about him, 

something we are called to inhabit in our own faith, that was attractive, magnetic even - 

calling those who were broken to be their broken selves with him. 

This willingness Jesus had to meet people where they are is intrinsically related to the 

concept of “tradition” that we see in the second part of today’s reading (Matthew 15:1 and 

following). Sometimes, the way that we think things ought to go keeps us from seeing God 

in the way things are.  

The relationship we hold to “tradition” is a tricky one. Of course, there are things we should 

hold on to from our pasts. However, we must also be willing to see God disrupt our 

understandings of how things ought to be so that we can be taken into deeper streams of 

grace.  

My prayer for myself (and for all of us) is that we would not be so hell-bent on keeping the 

rules that we miss God breaking forth in our midst. May our hearts and minds be open and 

ready to see God working in new ways. My suspicion is that when we inhabit this mindset, 

we too will be people who draw others towards God’s work instead of making them feel 

judged in our midst. 
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Thursday, March 14, 2019 

Matthew 15:10-20 

10 Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: 11 it is not 

what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that 

defiles.” 12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees 

took offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my 

heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides 

of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter 

said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without 

understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, 

and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, 

and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, 

fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with 

unwashed hands does not defile.” 

Devotional - Wes Jeffcoat 

Here the Pharisees are questioning Jesus and the Disciples about breaking “the traditions of 

the elders”.  Tradition by definition is “a belief relating to the past that are commonly 

accepted as historical though not verifiable”.  What traditions do you hold on to? 

The small town I grew up in had a tradition of closing down every Thursday at noon. The 

local fire siren would sound every Thursday at noon and all the stores would close for the 

day.  Even the local golf club would charge weekend rates on Thursday afternoon.  I never 

knew the reason behind this tradition, but for many it was the way it was supposed to be. 

According to what websites of local businesses I could find, this is no longer a local 

tradition.  I imagine that change did not make everyone happy.  

Jesus was questioned about his disciples breaking tradition and not washing their hands 

before eating, therefore becoming unclean.  Jesus argued that it is not what goes in the 

mouth, but what comes out that makes one unclean.  If evil and hate comes out of the 

mouth, evil comes from the heart.  The person’s heart is where one’s concern should be, 
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not if they are following all the rules (tradition).  Jesus shifts the emphasis from perfectly 

following the rules to understanding the purpose the rules were designed to serve.  It is 

better to have a clean heart than clean hands. 
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Friday, March 15, 2019 

Matthew 15:21-28 

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a 

Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, 

Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at 

all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting 

after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But 

she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to 

take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs 

eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, 

great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed 

instantly. 

Devotional - Jill Hudson 

What do we do with this text?  Jesus ignored a woman crying out for mercy.  “Jesus ignored 

her.”  It’s right there in Scripture, our Holy Bible.  A woman, the most marginalized of 

people groups in this society, is crying out for mercy, not even for herself but for her 

daughter whom she believes is afflicted by an evil spirit.  And Jesus ignores her.   

Obviously she is unswayed by this because the disciples complain that she’s bothering 

them and asks Jesus to take care of her because she was driving them crazy.  And Jesus 

refused to help them, saying his hands were full dealing with the lost sheep of Israel.  I 

mean, what is happening with this guy?  Is Jesus just having a super “off” day?  Is he 

purposely being obtuse?  I mean, Jesus could have off days.  He was human after all, but it’s 

not like the Gospel writers included every single solitary movement of Jesus, so why did 

Matthew include this story?   It’s all so confusing. 

But I will say this, this woman is tenacious.  She is a mother through and through. 

Consequences be damned.  Reputation be damned.  Her daughter is sick and she believes 

Jesus can heal her.  So she gets on her knees and begs, “Master, help me.” 
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And Jesus responds with the most disturbing reaction of this whole story (which is saying 

something!)  “It’s not right to take bread out of children’s mouths and throw it to the dogs.” 

WHAT JUST HAPPENED???  Is Jesus calling her a dog??  Um, yes.  Is Jesus responding out a 

scarcity mindset, insinuating that there isn’t enough healing power and energy to go 

around and he has to conserve it for those that really matter?  Um, yes.  Is this just 

absolutely backwards of everything we’ve ever known or read or understood about Jesus? 

Again, yes. 

And this woman just keeps at it.  She’s used to being told no. She was quick to respond the 

Scripture says.  She’s used to being overlooked.  She’s used to being treated as less than. 

She’s got retorts at the ready. And so she says to the Savior of the world, to the Logos, to 

the Lamb of God, “You’re right, Master, but beggar dogs do get scraps from the master’s 

table.”  This woman is my hero.  Her pride is not an issue.  Her priorities are straight. 

Healing for her daughter is the task and she will not be deterred. 

So Jesus gives in to her saying, “Oh, woman, your faith is something else.  What you want is 

what you get!”  And right then her daughter became well.  Jesus is impressed with her faith 

and because of her song and dance, she is granted the healing she desires for her 

daughter.   

But still I circle back to - just what, exactly, are we going to do with this text?  I’m not sure at 

all.  I have no theologically nuanced responses to offer here because every argument I’ve 

ever read trying to explain this text falls short in my opinion.  Jesus is closed-minded and 

rude and exclusive and I just cannot wrap my head around it.   Is it a growing moment for 

Jesus?  Maybe.  

What I do know is that my faith is allowed to have questions.  The opposite of faith is not 

doubt, but fear.  I hope I am not fearful as to the meaning and purpose of this text. 

Sometimes maybe I am.  Because if Jesus is being different than what I know Jesus to be, 

then have I placed my faith in the wrong person?   Jesus, give me faith like this woman that 

eschews pride, societal norms, and reputation so I can clearly focus on the mission you 

have given me to love You, love myself, and love my neighbor. 
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Saturday, March 16, 2019 

Matthew 15:29-39 (NIV) 

29 Jesus left there and went along the Sea of Galilee. Then he went up on a mountainside 

and sat down. 30 Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the 

mute and many others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed them. 31 The people were 

amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled made well, the lame walking and 

the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel. 

32 Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion for these people;they have 

already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. I do not want to send them away 

hungry, or they may collapse on the way.” 

33 His disciples answered, “Where could we get enough bread in this remote place to feed 

such a crowd?” 34 “How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked. 

“Seven,” they replied, “and a few small fish.” 

35 He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. 36 Then he took the seven loaves and the 

fish, and when he had given thanks, he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and 

they in turn to the people. 37 They all ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked 

up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 38 The number of those who ate 

was four thousand men, besides women and children. 39 After Jesus had sent the crowd 

away, he got into the boat and went to the vicinity of Magadan. 

Devotional - Emma Kieve 

When I think of this story in the bible, I think of myself as an elementary school child with 

the Crosscreek kids group at an amphitheatre. My memory is foggy of the details, but I 

remember being told to imagine all the seats being filled with people, thousands of people. 

That is a hard thing to process as a kid, but I let my imagination fill the seats. Then they 

opened a basket with a few loaves of bread and told us to think about using these loaves to 

evenly give to the “people” in the thousands of seats. My immediate thought was, “of 

course that just wouldn’t work”. 
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A lot of times we lose hope and feel like we have little to give, that what we have to offer 

just won’t work. Jesus did not create the bread and fish from nothing, he used what he had 

(though a very small amount) to satisfy the people. It is important to remember that once 

you use your gifts for the common good and Jesus’ service, they become limitless. I pray to 

learn how to use everything I am given. 

People came to witness miracles and witness God’s work first-hand. They saw what he was 

capable of and he did not turn them away after, instead he gave thanks and distributed the 

little food he had to fill their stomachs before they departed. This story stands out to me 

because this was a different type of miracle than he usually performed. He healed the 

lame, the blind, the mute, the crippled, and many others that day, showing compassion to 

the people who were ignored and judged, but he also took care of the healthy people who 

were made weak to be loyal to him. 

The scripture says that “Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion for 

these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat...” His 

supporters who had been with him for three days with no food, dealing with big crowds, 

and having to travel by foot when they were eventually sent away endured this 

inconvenience because Jesus’ presence was worth it. Sometimes we have to make sacrifices 

to be satisfied. We must use our gifts and thank God for everything he provides us with. 
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Sunday, March 17, 2019 

Matthew 20:1-16 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 

laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent 

them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle 

in the marketplace; 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 

whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three 

o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing 

around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, 

‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When 

evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give 

them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired 

about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10 Now when the first 

came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily 

wage. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These 

last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 

burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am 

doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14 Take what 

belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not 

allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 

generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

Devotional - Brandon Hudson 

There is an inherent unfairness in grace.  

We are often ready to embrace this inequality when we recognize that God’s grace far 

outweighs what we bring to the table.  

Where this concept becomes tricky is when we bring “others” into the equation. We are fine 

to accept the scandal and inequality of grace when it is between us and God, but when 
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others (who are obviously worse than us - whatever that means) are also brought into the 

equation, we become uncomfortable. 

For us to truly understand the scandal of grace, we must allow it to run wild. It goes and 

does what it will. In our eyes, it may seem unfair at times, but since when was the Good 

News of Jesus Christ about fairness? 

Instead, may we celebrate the way God has accepted us - regardless of what we bring to 

the table! And, by God’s mysterious grace, may we celebrate God’s embrace of others, 

understanding that this is not a zero-sum game - there is room for all in God’s kingdom. 

There is no us that excludes the them, not in God’s kingdom, at least. There is only US, those 

who have been and will be and are being celebrated by the God who values relationship over 

everything else, including a system of worth that makes sense to us!  

   

 
25 



 
 

Monday, March 18, 2019 

Psalm 16:5-8 
5 The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; 

    you hold my lot. 
6 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 

    I have a goodly heritage. 

 
7 I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 

    in the night also my heart instructs me. 
8 I keep the Lord always before me; 

    because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 

Devotional - Ann Bowman 

Psalm 16 is usually identified as a prayer for safekeeping or a psalm of trust. 

David’s prayer in verses 5-8 reflect his unwavering love, gratitude and trust in God.  David 

proclaims to God his gratitude for the blessings bestowed upon his land, as well as declares 

his trust to God wherever He leads him. 

Trusting God sounds great in a sermon, looks good on paper and reverberates strength in 

rhetoric, but can be extremely difficult in “real life”.  I don’t know about you, but I have a 

difficult time trusting others, including God.  For me, trust is earned;  if the earned trust is 

broken, it can be irreparable.   

Trusting God on our faith journey requires us to trust Him through the very happy 

mountaintop moments or the dreadfully dark valley moments.  His love and grace are with 

us all the time whether we choose to see it or not.   

If you have a difficult time trusting God (like me), try to recognize why that happens.   

How can we be more like David with his awareness of God’s blessings and unwavering 

trust?  How can we practice gratitude to and trust in God each day? 
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Tuesday, March 19, 2019 

Matthew 16:1-12 

The Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test Jesus they asked him to show them a sign 

from heaven. 2 He answered them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for 

the sky is red.’ 3 And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for the sky is red and 

threatening.’ You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot 

interpret the signs of the times. 4 An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no 

sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.” Then he left them and went away. 

5 When the disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten to bring any bread. 6 Jesus 

said to them, “Watch out, and beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 7 They 

said to one another, “It is because we have brought no bread.” 8 And becoming aware of it, 

Jesus said, “You of little faith, why are you talking about having no bread? 9 Do you still not 

perceive? Do you not remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many 

baskets you gathered? 10 Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many baskets 

you gathered? 11 How could you fail to perceive that I was not speaking about bread? 

Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees!” 12 Then they understood that he had 

not told them to beware of the yeast of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and 

Sadducees. 

Devotional - Donna K. Fitch 

The world is in such turmoil. Leaders of the day are saying this and that, not agreeing with 

each other, spreading error and division. Everyone is puzzled, anxious, even scared. 

Sounds remarkably like today, but this was in Jesus’ time. 

It started when the Pharisees and Sadducees teamed up to trick Jesus. They wanted a sign. 

The Lord rebuked them and went away. Next time He and the disciples crossed the Sea of 

Galilee, they forgot to bring bread. I like to think that Jesus made connections between 

things and threw out sayings as they crossed His mind (as I do!). In verse 6 of this passage, 

He said, “Be careful; avoid the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees” (The Voice 
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translation). Just as people do when a connection clicks in my head and I make a completely 

random statement about it, the disciples were confused. 

When you’re confused, it’s easy for the next stage to become panic, especially when 

someone in authority spoke the statement that confused you. Does she mean me? That’s 

not what I’ve been taught. I thought I agreed with him, but now I’m not sure. Am I supposed 

to react to that? Questions like these can flood into your mind, as they did for the disciples. 

I think their discussion really created anxiety among them, because of Jesus’ reaction. 

“You men of little faith,” He responded in verses 8-10. I’m not sure if He was angrily 

exasperated or just shaking his head; probably the latter. “…So you showed up without 

bread; why talk about it?” He reminded them of the miracles of feeding 9,000 men on two 

occasions, and the abundance of leftovers that resulted, and repeated his admonition. “So 

when I speak about leaven, I am not talking about what we will eat for dinner. I say again, 

avoid the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 

Voicing your fears to a calming influence helps immensely. For once, the disciples 

understood. Click! Verse 12 says, “…Jesus was not talking about the bread you eat, but 

about the food that feeds your soul. He was speaking in metaphor; He was warning them 

against imbibing the teachings of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 

Anxiety is a fact of life. But rather than panicking about something we don’t understand, we 

should go to someone we trust and voice our fears out loud. And we should take those 

fears to Jesus.    
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Wednesday, March 20, 2019 

Matthew 16:13-23 

(MSG) 

13 When Jesus arrived in 

the villages of Caesarea 

Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “What are 

people saying about 

who the Son of Man is?” 

14 They replied, “Some 

think he is John the 

Baptizer, some say 

Elijah, some Jeremiah 

or one of the other 

prophets.” 

15 He pressed them, 

“And how about you? 

Who do you say I am?” 

16 Simon Peter said, 

“You’re the Christ, the 

Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

17-18 Jesus came back, “God bless you, Simon, son of Jonah! You didn’t get that answer out of 

books or from teachers. My Father in heaven, God himself, let you in on this secret of who I 

really am. And now I’m going to tell you who you are, really are. You are Peter, a rock. This 

is the rock on which I will put together my church, a church so expansive with energy that 

not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out. 
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19 “And that’s not all. You will have complete and free access to God’s kingdom, keys to open 

any and every door: no more barriers between heaven and earth, earth and heaven. A yes 

on earth is yes in heaven. A no on earth is no in heaven.” 

20 He swore the disciples to secrecy. He made them promise they would tell no one that he 

was the Messiah. 

21-22 Then Jesus made it clear to his disciples that it was now necessary for him to go to 

Jerusalem, submit to an ordeal of suffering at the hands of the religious leaders, be killed, 

and then on the third day be raised up alive. Peter took him in hand, protesting, 

“Impossible, Master! That can never be!” 

23 But Jesus didn’t swerve. “Peter, get out of my way. Satan, get lost. You have no idea how 

God works.” 

Devotional - “Turning Corners” - Julia Washburn 

Turning corners is kind of complicated. Upon approach, evenly spaced steps slow in an 

interrupted rhythm. Momentary imbalance, a leaning, ensures a safe next step. Energy 

drives the process. In a car, the movement is very intentional; wheels are positioned at an 

angle from a straight path, and if the momentum is just right, the vehicle smoothly 

redirects along another straight path.  

Straight paths lead one familiar direction. 

“What are people saying about who the Son of Man is?” Jesus asked his disciples.  

“Some think he is John the Baptizer, some say Elijah, some Jeremiah…” they answered.  

Turning corners reveals new understanding. 

“Who do you say I am?” Jesus asked Simon.   

“You are the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the living God” Simon answered.  

Divinely revealed corners shed light on purpose and identity. 

“God bless you!” Jesus joyfully commends Simon.  
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“You didn’t get that answer out of books or from teachers.  

My Father in heaven, God himself let you in on this secret of who I really am.  

And now I’m going to tell you who you are, really are.”  

But, really seeing what the light reveals is kind of complicated.  

Simon-turned-Peter, just a few sentences after his commendation and the revelation of his 

significant role in a forthcoming, unstoppable movement, flat-out refused to believe the 

way of deliverance would require death of the Deliverer:  

“Peter took Him in hand, protesting, ‘Impossible, Master! That can never be!’”  

Heeding misdirection can result in devastating corner-turns. 

Jesus said, “Peter, get out of my way. Satan, get lost. You have no idea how God works.”   

Is this déja` vu?  

“Who told you you were naked?” God asked Adam and Eve (Gen 3:11).  

Divine revelation is the cornerstone of redeemed paths and collective corners, but 

sometimes truly seeing it is very difficult. We seek the Light to reveal those corners in spite 

of our best efforts, and lean into the energy of the Spirit to rebalance and redirect us 

toward straight paths, necessary corners, and true understanding.  
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Thursday, March 21, 2019 

Matthew 17:9-27 

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the 

vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 10 And the disciples asked 

him, “Why, then, do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?” 11 He replied, “Elijah is 

indeed coming and will restore all things; 12 but I tell you that Elijah has already come, and 

they did not recognize him, but they did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of 

Man is about to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that he was 

speaking to them about John the Baptist. 

14 When they came to the crowd, a man came to him, knelt before him, 15 and said, “Lord, 

have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers terribly; he often falls into the 

fire and often into the water. 16 And I brought him to your disciples, but they could not cure 

him.” 17 Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be 

with you? How much longer must I put up with you? Bring him here to me.” 18 And Jesus 

rebuked the demon, and it came out of him, and the boy was cured instantly. 19 Then the 

disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?” 20 He said to 

them, “Because of your little faith. For truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard 

seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing 

will be impossible for you.” 

22 As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be 

betrayed into human hands, 23 and they will kill him, and on the third day he will be raised.” 

And they were greatly distressed. 

24 When they reached Capernaum, the collectors of the temple tax came to Peter and said, 

“Does your teacher not pay the temple tax?” 25 He said, “Yes, he does.” And when he came 

home, Jesus spoke of it first, asking, “What do you think, Simon? From whom do kings of the 

earth take toll or tribute? From their children or from others?” 26 When Peter said, “From 

others,” Jesus said to him, “Then the children are free. 27 However, so that we do not give 

offense to them, go to the sea and cast a hook; take the first fish that comes up; and when 

you open its mouth, you will find a coin; take that and give it to them for you and me.” 
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Devotional - Doug Bradle 

These passages of scripture begin with Jesus and three of His disciples returning from the 

Mount of Transfiguration. Peter, James and John were instructed not to reveal the their 

experience to anyone, not even their fellow disciples until Jesus was raised from the dead 

Luke confirms that this order was kept: Luke 9:36 b “The disciples kept this to themselves 

and told no one at that time what they had seen.” Perhaps the other disciples would have 

been jealous that they were not included and discord would have ensued. In addition, the 

vision represents the conclusion of the old covenant and the advent of the new. 

Undoubtedly the Hebrew nation would have been thrown into turmoil. This teaches me 

that God's timing is always perfect...mine is not. When events occur that disturb me or 

don't make sense at the time, the best thing I can do is pray that His will be done and trust 

to the outcome. Verses 10-13 deals with the three disciples question about Elijah coming 

before Messiah. Jesus declares that Elijah has already come and that his name was John the 

Baptist. The Old Testament prophet straightened out or restored right conceptions of God 

and John the Baptist restored right conceptions of the Messiah. 

The next discourse (verses 14-21) concerns the healing of a demon-possessed boy by Jesus 

after His disciples had tried and failed. They asked why they couldn't drive the demon out. 

Jesus replied that they lacked faith. Faith and prayer are required before God can impart 

His power. Likely that the disciples were unknowingly attempting the healing from their 

own power. I have found that when I take action from my own will-power, I end up 

frustrated. My solution tends not to work. Humility must come first, then trust and then 

faith. This could be called God-confidence instead of self-confidence. Once I ask that God's 

will be done, then and only then, can He impart the power that I need to be successful. 

With true faith, nothing is impossible. 

Then Jesus reveals to all the disciples that He will be betrayed into the hands of men who 

will kill Him but that He will be raised back into life after three days. The disciples were very 

grieved. I wonder if they grieved for Jesus or for themselves. What would they do when 

their leader was gone? Perhaps they didn't realize that Messiah would come first as the 
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Suffering Servant and not the conquering King. Fortunately, that was answered later with 

the coming of the Holy Spirit who empowered them to be mighty vessels in God's hands. 

In verses 24-27, the temple tax collectors ask Peter if his leader paid the tax. Jesus replied 

with a question. Whom do earthly kings collect taxes from---their own sons or others? Peter 

responds: from others. So, as God's son He would be exempt from the tax. However, so 

that others will not be offended He commands to Peter to go to a lake, cast his line and 

take the first fish he catches. Within the fish Peter will find a four-drachma coin which will 

pay the tax for both of them. I see at least two lessons here: the first is that when God 

creates a challenge for me I can have a firm faith that He will equip me to complete it. 

Again, faith into action. Peter still had to go to the lake and cast his line. The second is Jesus' 

concern about bringing offense. He could have refused to pay the tax as was His right but 

He did not. I must pay the temple tax as well...not literally, but in the sense that I should be 

judicious in word and deed, considering the outcome before I take the action. Is it kind, is it 

necessary and is it helpful? If any of the three are missing I should keep things to myself. 

Let us sow peace in our words and actions so that others will know of the Lord through us! 
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Friday, March 22, 2019 

Matthew 18:10-14 

10 “Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, in heaven their 

angels continually see the face of my Father in heaven. 12 What do you think? If a shepherd 

has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine 

on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13 And if he finds it, truly I 

tell you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14 So it is 

not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost. 

Devotional - Lindsay Pruitt 

I grew up in a big Baptist church, The First Baptist Church of Birmingham. In the sanctuary 

there is a two story stained glass window of Jesus as the shepherd holding a sheep. It is 

grand and majestic filled with bright colors and details of a innocent, helpless sheep, and a 

larger than life Jesus. Because of my parents involvement, we would often come to my 

church during the non-busy hours. My parents would often let me wander off and often I 

ended up in the massive sanctuary staring at the shepherd stain glass in silent awe, just me 

and the larger than life Jesus.  

The parable of the lost sheep is a common parable known in our Christian tradition. How 

often did we hear this story in our childhood, youth, and adulthood. The simplicity of this 

story with themes of being lost and now found, unworthy to worthy, and God actively 

seeking the lost. The imagine of shepherd and sheep is used in both the Old and New 

Testament. The sheep representing God’s people and the Shepherd representing Jesus. I 

keep asking myself “who is the lost sheep in this story?”. The lost sheep is the marginalized, 

the unlovable, the forgotten, the fearful, and the arrogant. I don’t want us to get this 

mindset of us versus them with this story. We are all the lost sheep in need of a larger than 

life Jesus to love and lead us.  
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Saturday, March 23, 2019 

Matthew 19:1-30  

When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went into the region of 

Judea to the other side of the Jordan. 2 Large crowds followed him, and he healed them 

there. 

3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 

wife for any and every reason?” 

4 “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and 

female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to 

his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 

Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

7 “Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of 

divorce and send her away?” 

8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. 

But it was not this way from the beginning. 9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, 

except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.” 

10 The disciples said to him, “If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better 

not to marry.” 

11 Jesus replied, “Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been 

given. 12 For there are eunuchs who were born that way, and there are eunuchs who have 

been made eunuchs by others—and there are those who choose to live like eunuchs for 

the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it.” 

13 Then people brought little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray 

for them. But the disciples rebuked them. 
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14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 

heaven belongs to such as these.” 15 When he had placed his hands on them, he went on 

from there. 

16 Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get 

eternal life?” 

17 “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If 

you want to enter life, keep the commandments.” 

18 “Which ones?” he inquired. 

Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you 

shall not give false testimony, 19 honor your father and mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor as 

yourself.’” 

20 “All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?” 

21 Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

22 When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth. 

23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who is rich to enter 

the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 

25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, “Who then can be 

saved?” 

26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are 

possible.” 

27 Peter answered him, “We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for 

us?” 

28 Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits 

on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging 
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the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or 

father or mother or wife or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as 

much and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and many who are 

last will be first. 

Devotional - Patsy Jeffcoat 

I have been going to church my entire life.  Some of my first memories of church include 

Mrs. Brunese.  Mrs. Brunese was always at that little country church of my childhood, too. 

She was there to light the gas space heater an hour before Sunday School so the wooden, 

not insulated, old building was warm when everyone else arrived.  She was there with 

enough food from her garden to feed the congregation at covered dish meals.  She was 

also in homes with enough food to feed a family for a week when there was an illness or 

death.  She cleaned the church building, yard, and cemetery.  She taught women and/or 

children in Sunday School.  She was never in front of the congregation, but was the solid 

rock holding it up.  Mrs. Brunese always met me with a smile and a hug.  She made me feel 

special when I was a child.  It was only later that I realized she makes everyone feel the 

same way. She still makes me feel special, valued, and loved when I go back to visit.   

Mrs. Brunese was married to Mr. Joe for 64 years, until his death last year.  She cared for 

him at home the last few years of his life --- never complaining, always faithful and true. 

Any mention of sin, including divorce or sexual impurity as addressed in this passage, 

makes her frown and shake her head.  No words of judgment, just sadness.   

Mrs. Brunese and Mr. Joe raised 3 wonderful children of their own, and helped raise and 

encourage many others. After her kids were grown, she took her ministry to the local senior 

center, until Mr. Joe’s failing health required her full time care.  Mrs. Brunese is still bringing 

children, young and old, to Jesus by living as Jesus would have us all live.  Her family is far 

from rich by secular standards, but they are very rich in all that truly matters.   

Today that little country church has fewer than twenty members.  This Sunday, Mrs. 

Brunese will be teaching Sunday School to all the adults who attend, including the men. 

She will also be loving and encouraging everyone there.   

Reading and studying the Bible is important, and Mrs. Brunese models that.  Growing up 

watching someone like Mrs. Brunese live out her faith may be even more important. She 
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has opinions, but the fact that she quietly and humbly lives her faith is what helped shape 

my life. 

We are all called to show up, do the hard work, and live faithfully.  Maybe if we all had a bit 

more “Mrs. Brunese” in us, more people would be shaped by how we follow Jesus.   

Blest be the tie that binds.   
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Sunday, March 24, 2019 

Matthew 22: 1-14 

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call 

those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4 Again he 

sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my 

dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to 

the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another 

to his business, 6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The 

king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8 

Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go 

therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10 

Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and 

bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 

wearing a wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a 

wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him 

hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and g 

Devotional - Mary Frances Whitmer 

The King will receive honor from the most unlikely subjects.  This is the third of Jesus’ trilogy 

of parables,  “The Parable of the Wedding Breakfast”.  This parable’s basic lesson is clear. 

The King issued a gracious invitation to people He wished to view as friends.  They rejected 

the invitation.  Their rejection sparked a severe judgment from the King.  Their rejection 

caused the King to extend the invitation even further to anyone who would come. 

Participation was carefully screened.  Israel was invited but the nation refused the 

invitation.  It’s refusal served to open the gates wide.  But though the gates were thrown 

wide open, those were limited by a special criteria, the righteousness of Christ.  This gives 

us something to think about and pray about this Season of Lent.  We learn in this parable 
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that Jesus will reject those who refuse His invitation into honor and privilege, replacing 

them with true worshipers, those restored from sin by His grace. 
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Monday, March 25, 2019 

Psalm 45:6-7 
6 Your throne, O God, endures forever and ever. 

    Your royal scepter is a scepter of equity; 
7     you love righteousness and hate wickedness. 

Therefore God, your God, has anointed you 

    with the oil of gladness beyond your companions; 

Devotional - Jessica Haywood 

When I think of the belongings of a king as mentioned in the scripture, I think of the scene 

in the movie Frozen where Elsa has an orb and scepter, and it is her coronation day as the 

queen of Arendelle. God is said to have a scepter of justice in verse 6. Justice is defined as 

just behavior or treatment. Justice is also someone like a judge who decides right from 

wrong. God is the ultimate judge, but he consistently judges us with love, because we are 

his children. If you haven’t seen the movie The Shack, I would highly suggest it!  It paints a 

beautiful picture of what it does to our hearts when we decide to play God’s role as the 

judge toward others. We cannot do a job set aside for God to do,  just as we cannot control 

what time the sun rises or sets (no matter how bad I do not want to get up in the 

mornings).  How are we to decide who is righteous or wicked? God alone determines what 

sins, actions, ideals, etc. fall into the categories of righteous and wicked.  

God’s throne will last forever. If we look at history, God’s kingdom has always been 

represented on Earth in some form or another.  His throne will continue to surpass all 

other thrones. Everything will fade one day, but God will never fade and his throne will 

always endure. God has been set above every other. This brings back my elementary image 

of God’s throne high in the clouds, higher than any other throne. God’s throne is more than 

visually higher, it should be higher in our hearts as we strive to know more of God’s heart. 

God has been anointed with the oil of joy. Joy doesn’t have a smell, but it does have an 

experience. When I think of the word joy, I think of Christmas and all of the family time and 

yummy food. If I could combine all of the smells of Christmas into one fragrance, I think this 

would be what the “oil of joy” smells like. This “oil of joy” is what God is anointed with. The 
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joy of laughing about something ridiculous with the youth; the joy of watching Nicholas 

wrestle; the joy of singing next to Donniesha in choir; the joy of listening to Sophia and 

Audrey practice flute and clarinet; the joy of Ireland’s smile on Sunday mornings; and the 

joy of Katherine’s dramatic acting as figures in Bible Stories. That’s what the anointing oil of 

joy is like for me. Imagine what God’s oil is like and all of the joy that is wrapped into it!  

God is the ruler, the King over our lives. Even when everything around us fails, God prevails 

with justice and joy.  
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Tuesday, March 26, 2019 

Matthew 20:17-34 

17 While Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside by themselves, 

and said to them on the way, 18 “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will 

be handed over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death; 19 

then they will hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified; and 

on the third day he will be raised.” 

20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, and kneeling before 

him, she asked a favor of him. 21 And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, 

“Declare that these two sons of mine will sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in 

your kingdom.” 22 But Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able 

to drink the cup that I am about to drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” 23 He said to 

them, “You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left, this is not 

mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” 

24 When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to 

him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great 

ones are tyrants over them. 26 It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great 

among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wishes to be first among you must be 

your slave; 28 just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 

a ransom for many.” 

29 As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. 30 There were two blind men 

sitting by the roadside. When they heard that Jesus was passing by, they shouted, “Lord, 

have mercy on us, Son of David!” 31 The crowd sternly ordered them to be quiet; but they 

shouted even more loudly, “Have mercy on us, Lord, Son of David!” 32 Jesus stood still and 

called them, saying, “What do you want me to do for you?” 33 They said to him, “Lord, let our 

eyes be opened.” 34 Moved with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes. Immediately they 

regained their sight and followed him. 
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Devotional - Brandon Hudson 

The beginning of this story is a hushed conversation about gaining power. Mrs. Zebedee 

only wants what is best for her boys, and she knows that if she can just see Jesus for a 

moment that she can get him to let her boys be first in line.  

By the end of this part of the story, we are reminded once again that if we are following 

Jesus we do not belong to a Kingdom or a Way of life that hold power in high esteem. No, 

we belong to a Kingdom that values brokenness, servanthood, and vulnerability. 

This story closes not with a quiet conversation, but with shouts. These two powerless men 

will not be silenced. They use the only power they have, their voices, to cry out for mercy. 

And in this moment, they are closer to getting what Jesus is about that the Zebedee boys or 

their mom.  

As we continue to journey into Lent, towards the cross and beyond, may we find ourselves 

acknowledging our own brokenness, our own powerlessness. May we see that we are 

simply to call out, to not be silenced, and Christ will once again draw close to us in mercy. 
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Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Matthew 21:18-22 

18 In the morning, when he returned to the city, he was hungry. 19 And seeing a fig tree by 

the side of the road, he went to it and found nothing at all on it but leaves. Then he said to 

it, “May no fruit ever come from you again!” And the fig tree withered at once. 20 When the 

disciples saw it, they were amazed, saying, “How did the fig tree wither at once?” 21 Jesus 

answered them, “Truly I tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only will you do 

what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and 

thrown into the sea,’ it will be done. 22 Whatever you ask for in prayer with faith, you will 

receive.” 

Devotional - “Jesus Curses a Fig Tree” - Wes Jeffcoat 

For us to understand the meaning of this passage we must first understand that Matthew 

uses “fruit(s)” over 15 times as a metaphor for good works. 

A new day is coming and Jesus is hungry and sees a fig tree that looks like it will meet his 

needs. However, the tree has no figs; it is just looking the part.  There are times when Jesus 

is hungry for our good works. Too many times we just look the part, but aren’t really 

producing.  Jesus’ judgment is harsh to those who are more concern about how they 

appear versus how they produce. Jesus calls each of us not to just look like Christians, but 

also act like a Christian.  We should be what we claim to be and do what we are called to 

do.  The fig tree is created to produce figs.  We are only useful Christians when we produce 

good works regardless of how we look.  Jesus promises us that if we “have faith and do not 

doubt” we can be fruitful and satisfying to Jesus. 
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Thursday, March 28, 2019 

Matthew 21: 23-27 

23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him 

as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave 

you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 

answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of 

John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If 

we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, 

‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they 

answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 

authority I am doing these things. 

Devotional - Jill Hudson 

It’s easy to feel bombarded in today’s fast-paced world of social media, 24-hour news, and 

on-demand everything.  Look for just a few moments and someone will be asking a 

question, suggesting a proposition, or upholding a value you can find offensive.  It’s easy for 

me to shrug off the ones who seem to come from a camp opposite of mine.  They obviously 

lack the insider knowledge that I have.  They are less educated on the topic, ill-informed, or 

without the privilege of opportunity to have seen the other side of the argument.  If they 

were more educated, better informed or had the chance to experience what I have 

experienced, they would join my camp and see it from my perspective.  Is this filled with 

hubris?  Yes.  Is it the idealistic thinking of someone who is a 1 on the Enneagram?  Yes.  But 

nevertheless it is how I can navigate the diatribes of those who could otherwise infect and 

infiltrate my joy and peace. 

Now, show me a moderate Christian who says something I boldly disagree with and then 

my blood starts to boil.  I can feel my cheeks flush, my heart begin to beat harder, and my 

hands begin to shake.  My thoughts race and run and I instantaneously evaluate all 

possible retorts, making quick analysis to find the most effective response in the situation. 

I shake a little.  I stutter when I speak and my voice is shaky.  I will not let it rest until I have 

sufficiently dressed down the other side and made it so that they want to take their dollies 
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and go home but cannot move because their hearts are too crushed.  That is my go-to 

move.  Redeemed?  No. Not even a little.  But it is my initial response.  Jesus, keep teaching 

me that there are other solutions, other ways, that there is always a third alternative. 

In today’s text, Jesus is confronted by those who could easily be in his camp but choose to 

be outside of it - the high priests and elders of the people.  They want to know what His 

credentials are and who authorized him to teach in the Temple.  Instead of answering 

directly or outright refusing to answer them, Jesus comes up with a creative solution to 

their intrigue.  “You answer my question and I’ll answer yours.”  They, of course, don’t want 

to answer the loaded question he gives them so he chooses not to answer their questions 

either.  It’s a creative solution to a divisive situation.   

There are so many divisive situations where we can feel pushed into taking sides or arguing 

about or get our panties in a twist regarding.  But Jesus shows us that it just isn’t necessary. 

Jill, it isn’t necessary to crush the opposition or bad-mouth them or spend your energy 

hating them or wishing amoebic dysentery on them.  Stop being afraid.  Stay calm.  Anxiety 

or anger or fear is not the answer. 

There is a podcast I listen to regularly that I highly recommend called The Next Right Thing 

podcast, hosted by Emily P. Freeman.  Her mission is to “create space for your soul to 

breathe so you can discern your next right thing in love.”  I started listening to it last year 

when my commute was long to and from a job that I detested.  I still tune-in every Tuesday 

for a new episode but also have begun listening to the back-catalogue to catch the gems 

tucked away there.  There are rare episodes that I listen to that don’t bring me to tears at 

some point within the short episodes.  She has a knack for saying aloud the thing that I 

need to hear to breathe easier, let go, enjoy my freedom, and trust Jesus.   

In episode 65, “Take Off Your Crown”, she quotes her teacher, Jim Smith, saying something 

that has stuck in my brain and soul and heart and isn’t letting go.  I hope it will help me find 

more creative solutions to potentially divisive situations.  I pray that these words help you 

heed the Bible’s mantra over and again to us not to fear, not to be afraid, not to be anxious, 

to stay calm and to be at peace.   

“I am one in whom Christ dwells and delights.  I live in the strong and unshakeable kingdom 

of God.  The kingdom is not in trouble and neither am I.”   
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Friday, March 29, 2019 

Matthew 21:28-32 (NIV) 

28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, 

‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ 

29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 

30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ 

but he did not go. 

31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” “The first,” they answered. 

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the 

kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of 

righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. 

And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. 

Devotional Reflection - Emma Kieve  

When I read this passage, I am reminded that actions speak louder than words. It is a lot 

easier to say you will do something then to actually go through with it, and it is not 

uncommon to make empty promises in order to seem cooperative or seen in a “good light”. 

This can be anything as small as saying you will clean the house and not going through with 

it, or something as big as claiming to be a Christian and not being open to God and to the 

challenge and growth that comes along with that. 

Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom 

of God ahead of you. For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you 

did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw 

this, you did not repent and believe him”. 

The tax collectors and prostitutes were the ones ridiculed and exiled from society, when on 

the inside they were more open to God than the self-righteous man. It is important for us 
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to make sure that our words and actions are in agreement and that our Christianity is not 

just for show, but to truly deepen our faith in God and show that through action. 

Our God is a God of second chances; he is the God of misfits, tax collectors, and prostitutes. 

I challenge you to pause and reflect on which brother you can sometimes resemble. Do you 

make empty promises? Does it take you a while to realize the right thing to do? God’s love is 

given freely and accepted by many and it is important to work on ourselves than to ridicule 

the ones that are not like you. I pray for a heart that is open and ready for change. 
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Saturday, March 30, 2019 

Matthew 21:33-46 

33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 

around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 

went to another country. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the 

tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed 

another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they 

treated them in the same way. 37 Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect 

my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; 

come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the 

vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 

those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and 

lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, 

    and it is amazing in our eyes’? 

43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 

people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be 

broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 

speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because 

they regarded him as a prophet. 
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Devotional - Brandon Hudson 

There are two basic responses to conviction and grace when it hits us upside the head.  

When we are confronted with our own fallibility and complicity, sometimes we are broken 

and seek a renewal of heart and mind. This is the kind of response King David had when 

confronted by the prophet Nathan (2 Samuel 12:1-13). He hears the story and is incensed 

at the injustice of the rich man. Then, when he is able through conviction and grace to 

recognize that he is that man, he repents. 

In today’s reading, the chief priests and Pharisees hear a story that convicts them, and 

instead of seeking repentance they seethe. They live into their anger and seek to kill the 

one who has told the story that convicted them so. They cannot have their image of 

perfection and vanity challenged in such a way. 

We too, sometimes, have a hard time letting our egos die. We are sometimes so wrapped 

up in the façade of our own goodness and righteousness, that we cannot begin to hear 

God’s voice speaking to us through stories and circumstances asking us to seek repentance. 

Lent is season of sackcloth and ashes - a season aimed at repentance. My prayer for all of 

us, however, is that repentance would not be a seasonal occurrence. I pray that we could 

be people who are always waiting with baited breath to have the opportunity to repent 

once again - because to repent is to grow! 

Maybe we can start everyday, not just every Lenten day, with a confession - God is God, and 

I am not. Then we can confess that we have believed the lie of our own earned perfection 

instead of the truth of our inherent beloved-ness. When we can say these things, confess 

these truths, we become the kind of flexible and humble people who are more capable and 

ready to bear the image of Christ to the world. 
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Sunday, March 31, 2019 

Matthew 25:1-13 

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went 

to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 When the foolish 

took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their 

lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6 But at 

midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then 

all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give 

us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not 

be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 

yourselves.’ 10 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were 

ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11 Later the other 

bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do 

not know you.’ 13 Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 

Devotional - Ann Bowman 

Do you ever feel like you are missing out or not fitting in at a party?  In those moments, do 

you feel like you are just never prepared for that party, no matter how hard you try? 

And on the rare occasions when you are confident and prepared for that party, do you 

reject the requests of help from those who are not prepared?  Do we do this because we 

are so flawed that we need to feel “chosen” or “superior”? 

Each of these scenarios represents us not living in the present and not recognizing Jesus’ 

invitation into our everyday moments.   

Jesus is with us everyday.  He invites us to join His party everyday. We are responsible to 

look for Him in our everyday moments in order to fit in, not miss out and not be 

unprepared.  Also, in those moments of confidence and preparedness, we need to remain 

in the present to not create a dividing line by thinking we are “chosen” or “superior”, 

because Jesus invites all of us to His party. 
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Are you willing to live in the present and accept Jesus’ invitation of grace and seeing Him in 

your everyday?  How do you plan to do this?   
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Monday, April 1, 2019 

Psalm 43:3-4 (from The Voice Bible) 

O my God, shine Your light and truth 

    to help me see clearly, 

To lead me to Your holy mountain, 

    to Your home. 

Then I will go to God’s altar with nothing to hide. 

    I will go to God, my rapture; 

I will sing praises to You and play my strings, 

    unloading my cares, unleashing my joys, to You, God, my God. 

Devotional - Donna K. Fitch 

The last two lines in this psalm are about singing praises and playing music in praise of 

God’s care. As a choir member, longtime lover of hymns and believer in the power of music, 

I was led to a great website called Hymnary.org, where I searched for hymns related to this 

passage. Many of the hymns listed are dear to me, such as “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” 

and “All the Way, My Savior Leads Me.” But the one I’d like to quote here for your 

meditation is a deeply meaningful anonymous African-American spiritual, “I Want Jesus to 

Walk with Me.” The tune is called Sojourner, after Sojourner Truth, the freed slave woman 

who spoke out for freedom and equality for all. The song is a simple plea that echoes, in 

different words but similar meaning, the words of the Psalmist. 

I want Jesus to walk with me; 

I want Jesus to walk with me; 

All along my pilgrim journey, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 

In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

When my heart is almost breaking, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
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When I’m troubled, Lord, walk with me; 

When I’m troubled, Lord, walk with me; 

When my head is bowed in sorrow, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

  

This is my prayer.  

Amen. 
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Tuesday, April 2, 2019 

 

Matthew 22:15-33 (MSG) 

15-17 That’s when the Pharisees plotted a way to trap him into saying something damaging. 

They sent their disciples, with a few of Herod’s followers mixed in, to ask, “Teacher, we 

know you have integrity, teach the way of God accurately, are indifferent to popular 

opinion, and don’t pander to your students. So tell us honestly: Is it right to pay taxes to 

Caesar or not?” 

18-19 Jesus knew they were up to no good. He said, “Why are you playing these games with 

me? Why are you trying to trap me? Do you have a coin? Let me see it.” They handed him a 

silver piece. 

 
57 



 
 

20 “This engraving—who does it look like? And whose name is on it?” 

21 They said, “Caesar.” 

“Then give Caesar what is his, and give God what is his.” 

22 The Pharisees were speechless. They went off shaking their heads. 

Devotional - “Refraction” - Julia Washburn 

What adjectives could be used to describe the first image?   

How about the second image?  

The Pharisees, Herodians, and Sadducees in these two stories look something like this first 

image: polished, solidly imposing, self-important, and false. The Pharisees and Herodians 

pandered to Jesus; their words were true, but sickly sweet and treacherous. The Sadducees 

sought to trap Jesus through temptation. To whom did their hearts belong? They appear 

heartless; their efforts focused on self-preservation at the expense of debasing wisdom. 

How are they placed in relation to the Light? Face-on, defiant, darkly absorbent.   

What makes the second image look different from the first?   

Repositioned just slightly, the object is transformed by the light. It reveals the heart, the 

integrity of the structure. That’s the powerful essence of these stories.   

Cutting right to the heart of the matter, Jesus’s coin question forced the Pharisees and 

Herodians to acknowledge their allegiance; they were citizens of the land and responsible 

for returning dues to its leader. Their ingrained, above-the-law thinking could not hold up. 

They admired Jesus’s argument, but they walked away from wisdom.  

Jesus rebuked the Sadducees after hearing their pitiful setup:  

“You’re off on two accounts. You don’t know your Bibles, and you don’t know how God 

works.”  
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The Sadducees sight was limited by the present. So, Jesus explained life in terms they 

understood: God is “I am,” not was. The living God’s power extends through today and for 

all eternity.  

Every person on the planet stands before the Light whose transfiguration came from the 

inside out. We are powerless to change in that same way because our source of Light is 

external. Positioning is everything; squared off with light, all appears flat, slick, false, static, 

unappealing, secretive, heartless. But situated in a ready, receptive stance, the light can 

dance, refracting and reflecting, revealing, structure, dynamism, integrity, wisdom, heart. 

Where the heart of God resides, so does the mind of Christ—true understanding. The 

Pharisees, Herodians, and Sadducees were missing the heart of God. 
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Wednesday, April 3, 2019 

Matthew 22:34-46 

34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 

and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which 

commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest 

and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 42 

“What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” 
43 He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 

44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

“Sit at my right hand, 

    until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 

45 If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46 No one was able to give him an 

answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

Devotional - Doug Bradle 

I was a big fan of TV's Gunsmoke. Every episode started with a showdown between Marshall 

Dillon and some anonymous cowpoke - the sheriff always won. Matthew Chapters 21 and 

22 are a series of showdowns between Jesus and the chief priests, the scribes, the 

Pharisees and the Sadducees - the religious establishment. The final straw for them was 

Jesus' clearing the temple of the merchants declaring that His house was a house of prayer 

and not a den of thieves! Clearly He was, in their eyes, speaking blasphemy and threatening 

their authority. It is said that power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely. When 

those in power are threatened they will always attempt to destroy their adversary. They will 

attempt to smear and discredit first. If this fails, prison will follow and if this fails, then 

execution. 
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So, the religious leaders first sought to entrap and discredit Jesus' ministry. Jesus has just 

finished with the Sadducees who tried to trap Him with a question concerning the 

resurrection. All those who heard Him speak were astonished. Hearing that Jesus had 

silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together and plotted another showdown. They 

sent an expert in the law to question which commandments is the greatest. Perhaps they 

were attempting to trap Jesus into misinterpreting the Law or even denigrating it. His 

response once again silenced them: Love God with all your heart, soul and mind and love 

your neighbor as yourself. Who can argue with this great statement? Then He turns the 

tables on them by asking a riddle: What did they think about Christ...whose son is he? The 

Pharisees answer, the son of David. Jesus quotes Psalm 110:1 when David speaks in the 

spirit declaring: “The Lord said to my Lord: 

Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.” If David calls him 'Lord', then 

how can he be his son? The establishment folks were stumped! And, from that point on, 

they did not put any more questions to Him. 

The Apostle John speaks of Jesus in this way: light has come into the world, but men loved 

darkness because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light for fear his 

deeds will be exposed. Jesus' opponents claimed righteousness through keeping of the 

Law. But their hearts were hardened and their actions were devoid of true humility and 

mercy. All this reminds me that the heart of my condition is the condition of my heart. The 

human ego... my ego, is wicked. It leads me into selfishness, impulses to control everything, 

clinging to what I have and coveting that which I do not have. In this condition I can be of no 

service to God or my fellow man. I must fight against it every day. However, I am not 

adequate to win this fight. But my God is! As I seek after His will each day, I find that those 

impulses are kept in a slumber. Not always, but more often than not. Humility is the shield 

that God provides me to walk in the light and it is through humility than I can begin to 

appropriate my Creator's power. God does not call the equipped, but rather equips the 

called. 
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Thursday, April 4, 2019 

Matthew 23:1-36 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on 

Moses’ seat; 3 therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, 

for they do not practice what they teach. 4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay 

them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move 

them. 5 They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make their phylacteries broad 

and their fringes long. 6 They love to have the place of honor at banquets and the best seats 

in the synagogues, 7 and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have 

people call them rabbi. 8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and 

you are all students. 9 And call no one your father on earth, for you have one Father—the 

one in heaven. 10 Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the 

Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will be your servant. 12 All who exalt themselves will be 

humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted. 

13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you lock people out of the 

kingdom of heaven. For you do not go in yourselves, and when others are going in, you 

stop them. 15 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cross sea and land to 

make a single convert, and you make the new convert twice as much a child of hell as 

yourselves. 

16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the sanctuary is bound by 

nothing, but whoever swears by the gold of the sanctuary is bound by the oath.’ 17 You blind 

fools! For which is greater, the gold or the sanctuary that has made the gold sacred? 18 And 

you say, ‘Whoever swears by the altar is bound by nothing, but whoever swears by the gift 

that is on the altar is bound by the oath.’ 19 How blind you are! For which is greater, the gift 

or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 20 So whoever swears by the altar, swears by it and 

by everything on it; 21 and whoever swears by the sanctuary, swears by it and by the one 

who dwells in it; 22 and whoever swears by heaven, swears by the throne of God and by the 

one who is seated upon it. 
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23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cummin, and 

have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. It is these you 

ought to have practiced without neglecting the others. 24 You blind guides! You strain out a 

gnat but swallow a camel! 

25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and 

of the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 You blind Pharisee! First 

clean the inside of the cup, so that the outside also may become clean. 

27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, 

which on the outside look beautiful, but inside they are full of the bones of the dead and of 

all kinds of filth. 28 So you also on the outside look righteous to others, but inside you are 

full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 

29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets 

and decorate the graves of the righteous, 30 and you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our 

ancestors, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 
31 Thus you testify against yourselves that you are descendants of those who murdered the 

prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of your ancestors. 33 You snakes, you brood of vipers! 

How can you escape being sentenced to hell? 34 Therefore I send you prophets, sages, and 

scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues 

and pursue from town to town, 35 so that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed 

on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah, 

whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. 36 Truly I tell you, all this will 

come upon this generation. 

Devotional - Lindsay Pruitt 

As a chaplain, I’m constantly thinking about feelings - my feelings, others’ feelings, 

understanding feelings, and naming feelings. When I read stories in the Bible my first 

intentional question is always, “I wonder what they are feeling at this moment?” In this 

passage we read about Jesus condemning the scribes and the Pharisees. Jesus is angry. 

Jesus is calling out the wrongdoings of the scribes and Pharisees. But let us take note, this 

isn’t a dialogue between the Pharisees and Jesus. This dialogue takes place between Jesus 

and the crowd and his disciples. Jesus wants everybody to hear this. These are not words 
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that only a certain group of people need to hear but we all need to hear. Essentially Jesus is 

asking are we going to be helpers or hinderers to God’s plan? In the book “The Help” it’s set 

in the 1960s with the point of view of the black maids that work in the wealthy white 

households of Jackson,Mississippi. These maids are seen as servants and not employers. 

They are paid little and are treated like crap from their white employers. Throughout the 

book you learn that the Junior League mission is about saving the starving children of 

Africa. The irony that the junior league treats one group with such compassion and grace 

while the other receives judgement and hate. In this passage Jesus calls us to look at the 

bigger picture, God’s picture which includes mercy, justice, and love for all.  
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Friday, April 5, 2019 

Matthew 23:37-39 (NIV) 

37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I 

have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 

and you were not willing. 38 Look, your house is left to you desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will 

not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’]” 

Devotional - Patsy Jeffcoat 

To this country girl who grew up on a farm with 

neighboring chicken houses, this image of a hen 

gathering her brood under her wings is a powerful 

one.  It is a beautiful emblem of our Savior’s tender 

love for those who trust Him, and His faithful care 

of them. 

I have heard stories from chicken farmers about 

their chicks becoming frightened by predators or 

the weather, piling up in a corner of the chicken house, and suffocating.  They literally 

became so frightened that their own actions, not the actions of the perceived threat, cause 

their demise.   

That, to me, is a commentary on how some Christians react to fear and perceived threats. 

Is someone or some group of people threatening our way of life?  Is how someone else 

lives their life a threat to change how we live ours?  Are we acting like Jerusalem, wanting to 

kill the prophets and stone those who come to us?  Maybe not literally, but is that how we 

feel figuratively?  Just keep them out, or keep them suppressed, or keep them quiet and all 

will be well? 

Jesus wants to be that mother hen who senses her chick’s danger and raises her wings for 

protection.  It should be instinctive to us, as Christians, to turn to God to calm our fears and 

protect us.  When we don’t, we have ourselves to blame: our pride, our brokenness, our 

doubt. It’s up to us to run to Him to calm our fears.  It’s up to us to trust Him. 
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Thanks be to God for His steadfast faithfulness, even amid our fear and doubt. 

PS.  Happy Birthday, Wes! 
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Saturday, April 6, 2019 

Matthew 24: 1-28 

As Jesus came out of the temple and was going away, his disciples came to point out to him 

the buildings of the temple. 2 Then he asked them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly I tell 

you, not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

3 When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, 

“Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the 

age?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. 5 For many will come in 

my name, saying, ‘I am the Messiah!’ and they will lead many astray. 6 And you will hear of 

wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not alarmed; for this must take place, but the 

end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there 

will be famines and earthquakes in various places: 8 all this is but the beginning of the birth 

pangs. 

9 “Then they will hand you over to be tortured and will put you to death, and you will be 

hated by all nations because of my name. 10 Then many will fall away, and they will betray 

one another and hate one another. 11 And many false prophets will arise and lead many 

astray. 12 And because of the increase of lawlessness, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But 

the one who endures to the end will be saved. 14 And this good news of the kingdom will be 

proclaimed throughout the world, as a testimony to all the nations; and then the end will 

come. 

15 “So when you see the desolating sacrilege standing in the holy place, as was spoken of by 

the prophet Daniel (let the reader understand), 16 then those in Judea must flee to the 

mountains; 17 the one on the housetop must not go down to take what is in the house; 18 

the one in the field must not turn back to get a coat. 19 Woe to those who are pregnant and 

to those who are nursing infants in those days! 20 Pray that your flight may not be in winter 

or on a sabbath. 21 For at that time there will be great suffering, such as has not been from 

the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. 22 And if those days had not 

been cut short, no one would be saved; but for the sake of the elect those days will be cut 

short. 23 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look! Here is the Messiah!’ or ‘There he is!’—do not 
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believe it. 24 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and produce great signs and 

omens, to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 25 Take note, I have told you beforehand. 26 

So, if they say to you, ‘Look! He is in the wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, ‘Look! He is in 

the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes 

as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever the corpse is, there 

the vultures will gather. 

Devotional - Mary Frances Whitmer 

This chapter is part of the final five discourses of Jesus in Matthew and is referred to as the 

Olivet Discourse.   It focuses on the details of the coming judgment, on the Messiah’s 

opponents, and Christ’s return.  Here Jesus gives his disciples a glimpse of the end of the 

age.  Jesus commands His followers to be ever ready for His return, a strong motivation to 

remain faithful and obedient to His Word.  We should do this not only during Lent but at all 

times.   Another thing we must do is “Be Prepared”, the Boy Scout slogan, which is always 

good advice.  We must stay ready for Christ’s return at all times by living in loving 

obedience.  Early in my life I use to attend revivals in a two pole tent. My dad would pitch 

the tent in communities in North Carolina before there was a physical church building in 

the area.  When I knew the preacher was preaching on the last days I would think of an 

excuse not to go.  It would make me a little anxious.  I didn’t like to think about it.  I’m glad 

to have the chance to reflect as an adult on this scripture in Matthew.  It made a good study 

for me and opened me up to new ways of experiencing God’s grace. May we all be open 

and prepared to see God break forth in new ways. May we be revived again. 
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Sunday, April 7, 2019 

Matthew 25:31-46 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on 

the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate 

people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will 

put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king will say to those at 

his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 

you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I 

was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison 

and you visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw 

you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when 

was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 

And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will 

answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to me.’ 41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You 

that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 

angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing 

to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 

clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, 

when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, 

and did not take care of you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did 

not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into 

eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

Devotional - Jessica Haywood 

Have you ever looked at the differences between sheep and goats? Sheep are fluffy and 

goats typically have coarse hair.  Sheep also tend to be picky eaters while goats will eat 

anything.  Otherwise, they are both very similar. They both have horizontal pupils in their 

eyes, both can be of similar size, and both come in ranges of colors.  
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Sheep and goats typically act differently. Sheep can be stupid and careless which is why 

they require a shepherd to watch and take care of them. Goats, on the other hand, are 

often mischievous, curious, and independent. Overall, sheep listen to a shepherd and goats 

typically do not.  

Jesus says there will come a time when the sheep and goats will be separated into those 

that listened and followed his teachings (the sheep), and those that maybe listened and 

chose not to follow (the goats). Another differentiation between the people will be those 

that took time to help a neighbor and those that were too busy to stop to help a neighbor.  

Now wait a minute, a few paragraphs ago you said sheep were stupid and careless, why 

would I want to be a sheep? We’re all sheep even the goats have those sheep qualities. I am 

stupid and careless, which is why I need a shepherd. I need to do as Jesus said and help 

everyone around me. If I am too busy to stop and help someone, than I am no better than 

a goat with my own agenda and the inability to be taught.   

A few summers ago, while serving with Passport at MissionBASE, we would picnic on the 

lawn by the Center for Civil and Human Rights in downtown Atlanta. As the students were 

nearing their experience in the museum, me and another staffer named James would get 

everyone’s dinners from the car. We would take them to the area where we would be 

picnicking and wait on the stream of students and chaperones to finish their museum visit. 

One time, a seemingly homeless lady walked up and asked if we could give her a bottle of 

water.  Knowing we had just enough water for our group, we told her sorry and explained 

we had just enough. After she walked away James said, “What did we just do? That woman 

could have been Jesus.” Here we are leading students on how to be Jesus’ hands and feet, 

which was our theme, and we just turned a woman away because our numbers would have 

been off. I could have given my water and dinner to her, but I was being greedy and too 

caught up in technicalities of the picnic to realize that in that moment I was a goat.  

Being a sheep means listening to the shepherd even when the pastures look more like a 

desert. Being a sheep means trusting God that you have enough so you can share with 

those around you.  
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Monday, April 8, 2019 

Psalm 98:7-9 
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

    the world and those who live in it. 
8 Let the floods clap their hands; 

    let the hills sing together for joy 
9 at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming 

    to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

    and the peoples with equity. 

 

Devotional - Brandon Hudson 

 

A prayer for this day: 

Dear God, as we move into the beginning of this week, may we see your face. May we join 

the hills in singing your praises. May we await with full hearts your righteous judgment - 

because you are the God of love. 

 

Dear God, this week may we set aside our own judgments. May we instead live more 

deeply into awe at your work in the world. May we be so overwhelmed by your love and 

your world and your children, that we are incapable of passing our biased and faulty 

judgments. 

 

Dear God, may we seek you first, may we trust you most, and may we find you sufficient for 

all our needs. Amen. 
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Tuesday, April 9, 2019 

Matthew 24:29-51 

29 “Immediately after the suffering of those days 

the sun will be darkened, 

    and the moon will not give its light; 

the stars will fall from heaven, 

    and the powers of heaven will be shaken. 

30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth 

will mourn, and they will see ‘the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven’ with power 

and great glory. 31 And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will 

gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

32 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth 

its leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 So also, when you see all these things, you 

know that he is near, at the very gates. 34 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 

until all these things have taken place. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 

will not pass away. 

36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, 

but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the 

flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then 

two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding 

meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42 Keep awake therefore, for you do 

not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the 

house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed 

awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be 

ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 
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45 “Who then is the faithful and wise slave, whom his master has put in charge of his 

household, to give the other slaves their allowance of food at the proper time? 46 Blessed is 

that slave whom his master will find at work when he arrives. 47 Truly I tell you, he will put 

that one in charge of all his possessions. 48 But if that wicked slave says to himself, ‘My 

master is delayed,’ 49 and he begins to beat his fellow slaves, and eats and drinks with 

drunkards, 50 the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and 

at an hour that he does not know. 51 He will cut him in pieces and put him with the 

hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Devotional - “Be Ready” - Wes Jeffcoat 

How much time do we spend preparing for an upcoming event? 

The first day of my freshman year in high school, my Alabama History teacher passed out a 

worksheet of the state of Alabama with the counties and county seats.  He told the class 

that we needed to learn them because we would be tested on them sometime during the 

school year. We knew it was coming, we just didn’t know when. We had to be prepared 

each day just in case this was the day.  The dreaded test never came, but we were prepared 

(ready). 

As a coach, I spent hours and hours preparing for a one hour game against an upcoming 

opponent.  We did not know when they would do what. We wanted to be ready for 

whatever whenever it happened.  The greatest compliment I could ever receive as a coach 

was “your team was well prepared (ready)”. This preparation did not come easy but as a 

result of sustained effort.   

Through these parables, Jesus is telling his disciples to be ready.  What the disciples did not 

know was the time of the end, but that the end could happen at any time.  Therefore, they 

understood the urgency and importance of the mission they had been assigned.   

How much time do we spend preparing and implementing what Jesus has called us to be, 

knowing that the end is coming?  Will we hear these words “well done, good and faithful 

servant!”? 
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Wednesday, April 10, 2019 

Matthew 25:14-30 

14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property 

to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to 

his ability. Then he went away. 16 The one who had received the five talents went off at once 

and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the 

two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one who had received the one talent went off 

and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 After a long time the master of 

those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had received the 

five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to 

me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, 

good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 

charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And the one with the two 

talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have 

made two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; 

you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter 

into the joy of your master.’ 24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came 

forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, 

and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your 

talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked 

and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did 

not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my 

return I would have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, 

and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29 For to all those who have, more will be given, 

and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have 

will be taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

Devotional - Jill Hudson 

“The master was furious. ‘That’s a terrible way to live!  It’s criminal to live cautiously like that! 

If you knew I was after the best, why did you do less than the least?  The least you could 
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have done would have been to invest the sum with the bankers, where at least I would 

have gotten a little interest.  Take the thousand and give it to the one who risked the most. 

And get rid of this “play-it-safe” who won’t go out on a limb.  Throw him out into utter 

darkness.’ ” (Verses 26-30) 

As a younger adult, I was all but absolutely fearless. I had some sense about me that would 

keep me from extreme high-risk ventures but I did not spend time theorizing on if 

something was worth my time, would yield a sufficient reward, or would require too much 

of me.  I simply went for it.  Want to move across the country? Yes.  Want to go to a concert? 

Yes.  Want to read this book? Yes.  Want to get married? Yes.  (Ok, well I actually thought 

about this one!)   

Just before and then into my thirties, I experienced a tremendous amount of depression 

and anxiety.  I began to second-guess my every move, thought and breath.  It was 

paralyzing.   I lost touch with the essence of who it was to be Jill.  I had, up until that decade, 

been lavishly loving, joyful to a fault, and ever-ready for the next adventure.  And then it 

seemed overnight, I wasn’t.  And I couldn’t be.  Not remotely in the same way.  I lived so 

cautiously, certain my next statement or move would end Brandon’s career or cause me to 

further be outside the norm for a pastor’s wife.  I buried my talents.  I played it safe mostly 

by never having an opinion and keeping my attention focused on our children.   

Now, I don’t believe for a second that God was furious with me.  Jesus was there with me, in 

the trenches, crying with me, holding me through the sleepless nights, and comforting me 

when it felt like the desert was going to go on f.o.r.e.v.e.r.  But I do believe that this text is a 

push for me.  Don’t stay there in depression and steeped in anxiety and fear.  Don’t live life 

cautiously and “play-it-safe” for all of time.  Don’t do less than the least.   

In Jen Hatmaker’s latest book, Of Mess and Moxie, she encourages readers to make space to 

be creators and dreamers.  We are after all created by a Creator and we bear out God’s 

image by bringing forth life.  “This bears out in one thousand different ways: we write, 

sculpt, paint, speak, dance, craft, film, design, photograph, draw, bring order, beautify, 

garden, innovate, produce, cook, invent, fashion, sing, compose, imagine” (94).  She goes on 

to write, “There is no scarcity in creativity.  The world always needs good offerings.  We 

cannot have too much beauty.  There is no such thing as too much wisdom and literature 

and story and craftsmanship.  There is room for you.  Don’t be intimidated by successful 
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makes; be inspired by them.  Creativity doesn’t divide but multiply, finding new expressions 

in everyone inspired by someone else’s gift.  We can draw from our favorite writers, artists, 

musicians, thinkers, leaders, teachers; they sharpen and stretch us, laying pavement for our 

own gifts, offering possibility and permission to be even better versions of our own creative 

selves.  No need to feel threatened or minimized by someone else’s amazing talents.  It is 

all fed by the same river that has no end, no threshold, no limits” (99-100). 

What if we changed our vocabulary?  What if instead of thinking of spending time on our 

talent as selfish or frivolous, we thought of it as necessary and fundamental to the kingdom 

of the God who is at heart a Creator?  What if we we erased the word unimportant from our 

vocabularies and considered our talent as significant to who we are?  What if we stopped 

thinking of our talent as worthless or inconsequential and bathed in the glory of Whose we 

are so we would know that the talent given to us has weight and power and prominence in 

the body of Christ?   

Let’s go out on a limb.  Let’s risk the most.  And as we do, let’s take note of how darkness is 

changed into light. 
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Thursday, April 11, 2019 

Matthew 26:1-5 (NIV) 

When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, 2 “As you know, the 

Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.” 

3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the high 

priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and they schemed to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. 
5 “But not during the festival,” they said, “or there may be a riot among the people.” 

Devotional - Emma Kieve 

I, like many people, hate to not have control of things. When I have a plan and it gets 

disrupted by traffic, illness, other people, etc. I become a grumpy and obsessive version of 

myself. The thing about not having control of a situation is that nothing you do can change 

what is going on, so you often end up in a bad mood, and that really doesn’t solve anything. 

The best thing to do, while difficult in the moment, is have faith that the situation will work 

out. 

No matter what, God is in control. Jesus often talked about his suffering, but this verse 

introduces his suffering as at hand. At the same time, men were discussing his crucifiction 

in what they thought was secret. Although they thought they were in control and were 

killing him due to threat, God had a plan the whole time and this is shown through Jesus’ 

acknowledgment of what would happen. 

As Christians, we have heard of the story of Jesus’ crucifiction and know that he died for our 

sins and that the son of God planned this from the beginning, but imagine being in the 

position of the disciples and peers of Jesus at the time. Your friend and leader is being 

killed and tortured and you have no idea what the outcome would be; this is exactly the 

type of situation I hate, no control. Through hope and faith, all will turn out how it is 

supposed to be. The thing that once seemed like the worst tragedy that could happen 

turned out to be our one saving grace. 
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I’m not saying that every bad thing that happens, or anything that is out of your control will 

turn out to be happy dandy because I know first-hand that things happen sometimes that 

are just straight up sucky. Through trouble and hardship is important to turn to God for 

guidance no matter what the outcome is. God is in control whether we like it or not. 
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Friday, April 12, 2019 

Matthew 26:6-13 

6 Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came to him 

with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment, and she poured it on his head as he sat at the 

table. 8 But when the disciples saw it, they were angry and said, “Why this waste? 9 For this 

ointment could have been sold for a large sum, and the money given to the poor.” 10 But 

Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? She has performed a 

good service for me. 11 For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always have 

me. 12 By pouring this ointment on my body she has prepared me for burial. 13 Truly I tell 

you, wherever this good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be 

told in remembrance of her.” 

Devotional - Brandon Hudson 

We are a culture comfortable and familiar with waste. We have so much stuff that we have 

to build buildings to hold the stuff we can’t hold in our houses. We accumulate and 

accumulate until we have to get on the bandwagon of the latest craze for how we might 

tidy up our lives once again. 

This is the kind of waste that is easy. This is the kind of waste with which the world is 

comfortable. In fact, the world doesn’t call this waste - it calls it success. 

Instead of continuing to live in this cycle, what if we were transformed by the woman in this 

story. What if we were wasteful - in the way the kingdom demands. What if we poured out 

our resources not on ourselves, but on the other. What if we sat at the feet of the least of 

these and poured out our lives into them.  

Many (like the disciples) would probably call this a waste - of time, money, life. But Jesus 

would call it holy.  

May we be active participants in this holy waste of seeking and loving the lost. 
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Saturday, April 13, 2019 

Matthew 26:14-16 

14 Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and 

said, “What will you give me if I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16 

And from that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. 

Devotional - Ann Bowman 

I, like you, am filled with disgust, judgement, and rage when I read this passage of Judas 

agreeing to betray Jesus.   

And then, the awful truth is realized.  I am as guilty as Judas.  We are all as guilty as Judas. 

Judas accepted 30 pieces of silver, comparable to the price of a human sacrifice (as 

described in Lev. 27:1-8), to betray someone he loves. 

Why did Judas do this?  Why do we do this, too? 

What did Judas gain by betraying Jesus?  What do we gain when we betray someone we 

love? 

Are these temporary and perceived gains worth hurting the people most dear to us?   

How can we work toward being “less Judas” and “more Jesus”? 
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Sunday, April 14, 2019 - Palm Sunday 

Matthew 21:1-17 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 

Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 

immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 

me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send 

them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, 

saying, 
 

5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Look, your king is coming to you, 

    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the 

colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their 

cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 

The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! 

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11 The 

crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

12 Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and buying in the 

temple, and he overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who 

sold doves. 13 He said to them, “It is written, 

‘My house shall be called a house of prayer’; 

     but you are making it a den of robbers.” 
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14 The blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he cured them. 15 But when the 

chief priests and the scribes saw the amazing things that he did, and heard the children 

crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they became angry 16 and said to 

him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read, 

‘Out of the mouths of infants and nursing babies 

    you have prepared praise for yourself’?” 

17 He left them, went out of the city to Bethany, and spent the night there. 

Devotional - Donna K. Fitch 

Jesus wasn’t what the officials of the day expected in a messiah, so they rejected Him. They 

had the idea of a warrior king who would deliver them from their oppression under the 

Romans, someone who would allow them to triumph and assume places of leadership and 

power. The image in their minds was so clear. 

The people, on the other hand, especially the marginalized—children, disabled—simply 

rejoiced. Either they had no preconceived ideas, or their conception included Someone who 

would help them and give them comfort. They rejoiced in the literal disruption of the 

common order and cheered this Son of David. 

During this season of Lent, I hope we continue to examine our expectations. Is Jesus what 

we expected? Have we built an image of Him in our heads as someone who will grant our 

wishes like a genie, or who believes everything we believe, or who excludes everyone we 

exclude? If we pay close attention to Him, Jesus will demolish our closely held ideas about 

what service means, what worship means, what inclusion means. 

Lord, let it not be said of us that we are a den of robbers, idolaters who make You over in our 

own image, but let us daily seek You and Your true image. Amen.   

 
82 



 
 

Monday, April 15, 2019 

Psalm 118:26-29 

(MSG) 

Blessed are you who 

enter in God’s name— 

from God’s house we 

bless you! 

God is God, 

he has bathed us in 

light. 

Festoon the shrine 

with garlands, 

hang colored banners 

above the altar! 

You’re my God, and I 

thank you. 

O my God, I lift high 

your praise. 

Thank God—he’s so 

good. 

His love never quits! 
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Devotional - “Bathed in Light” - Julia Washburn 

On the day of triumphal procession into Jerusalem, Christ enters as the light of God’s 

presence. Divine revelation of who he is—Redeemer, Savior, King—has not come from 

books or from teachers, but by God. We enter into his house and raise our hosannas in joy, 

bathed in pure Light!  

Walking in the name of the Lord does require sacrifice. The festive garland becomes as a 

cord to bind the offering for the altar. Foreshadowing for Christ, for us. “Present your 

bodies as a living sacrifice…be transformed by the renewing of your minds so that you may 

discern what is the will of God—what is good, acceptable, and perfect.” (Rom. 12:1)  

The countenance of the one in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge—the full riches of complete understanding—shines on us. (Col. 2:2-3) With 

courage and thanksgiving, we walk. Blessed Light divinely transforms our hearts and minds 

by the mercy and grace of a good God whose love never quits.  
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Tuesday, April 16, 2019 

Matthew 26:31-75 

31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is 

written, 

‘I will strike the shepherd, 

    and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 

32 But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 33 Peter said to him, “Though all 

become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell 

you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” 35 Peter said to 

him, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples. 

36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit 

here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took with him Peter and the two sons of 

Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. 38 Then he said to them, “I am deeply 

grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” 39 And going a little farther, 

he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass 

from me; yet not what I want but what you want.” 40 Then he came to the disciples and 

found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one 

hour? 41 Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed 

is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again he went away for the second time and prayed, “My 

Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 Again he came and found 

them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So leaving them again, he went away and 

prayed for the third time, saying the same words. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said 

to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son 

of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is 

at hand.” 

47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd 

with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the 

betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49 At once 

he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. 50 Jesus said to him, 
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“Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested 

him. 51 Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the 

slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back 

into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53 Do you think that I 

cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of 

angels? 54 But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this 

way?” 55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to 

arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did 

not arrest me. 56 But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be 

fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 

57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the 

scribes and the elders had gathered. 58 But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as 

the courtyard of the high priest; and going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see 

how this would end. 59 Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false 

testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, 60 but they found none, though 

many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 61 and said, “This fellow said, 

‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’” 62 The high priest 

stood up and said, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” 63 But 

Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I put you under oath before the living 

God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so. 

But I tell you, 

From now on you will see the Son of Man 

    seated at the right hand of Power 

    and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need 

witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. 66 What is your verdict?” They answered, 

“He deserves death.” 67 Then they spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped him, 68 

saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?” 

69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, “You 

also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do not 

know what you are talking about.” 71 When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl 
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saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72 Again he 

denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” 73 After a little while the bystanders came 

up and said to Peter, “Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 74 

Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that moment 

the cock crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, 

you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 

Devotional - “Betrayed, Arrested, Forsaken, Tried and Beaten” - Doug Bradle 

Verses 31-35 

Jesus has concluded the Last Supper with His disciples and now tells them they will all fall 

away on His account. He quotes Zechariah 13:7 which prophesied that when the shepherd 

is stricken the sheep will scatter. But He reassures them that after He has risen He will go 

ahead of them to Galilee. Peter objects and out of his human will declares that he will never 

fall away nor disown his Master. All the other disciples echo the same pledge. Jesus tells 

Peter that this very night before the cock crows he will deny Him three times. It his noble 

that His disciples made this vow but Jesus knew that fear would overtake them. They were 

not yet indwelt with the Holy Spirit and therefore could only fulfill their vow later. This 

reminds me that it is not what I say that counts, but rather what I do. As I learn to abide in 

My Savior I am given the discernment to know God's will and the power to carry that out. I 

have days when I succeed at this and days when I fail, but my goal is to always do His will to 

the best of my ability. 

Verses 36-46 

The little group goes to the Garden of Gethsemane and so begins His Passion. Jesus took 

His three Transfiguration disciples, Peter, James and John, to a spot away from the other 

disciples. His heart was sorrowful and troubled and He declared to them that His soul was 

overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. “Stay here and keep watch with me.” He 

meant stay awake and pray for Me. Going a short distance from the three He falls to the 

ground and prays to the Father that if it is possible that this cup (what He was about to 

endure) be taken away. He went back and found His three disciples asleep. He warns them 

to watch and pray lest they fall into temptation. The spirit is strong but the flesh is weak. 

Two more times He leaves them to pray to His Father, declaring “Thy will be done” and each 

 
87 



 
 

time the disciples are found asleep. I think of John 15 concerning the vine and the 

branches. Jesus says “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in 

him, he will bear much fruit. Apart from Me you can do nothing.” We all suffer with all kinds 

of problems: in physical and emotional health, in marriage and human relationships, in 

jobs and joblessness, in child rearing, in loneliness and fear and so much more. I find 

comfort in knowing a God who loves me and wants the best for me and is ever present in 

my times of need. As I learn to stay close to Him and learn to pray about everything, His 

strength is brought to bear and sustains me. 

Verses 47-68 

Jesus is betrayed and taken into custody by the chief priests and elders. Jesus declares that 

he who lives by the sword will die by the sword and tells them that He could call down 

twelve legions of angels to protect Him but asks “How then would the Scriptures be 

fulfilled?” Then all his disciples deserted him. Jesus is taken to the Sanhedrin to appear 

before the high priest, Caiaphas and face false accusations. Later the high priest demands 

to know if Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. When He declares that He is, the high priest 

screams “blasphemy” and tears his robes. Jesus warns all present that one day they will see 

Him seated at the right hand of the Almighty and coming on the clouds of heaven. Jesus 

comes as a Suffering Servant but will return as King as well as Judge. As in much prophesy, 

the events described can pertain to both current and future times. Though they mocked 

Him and attacked Him physically, many of these would live to see the destruction of the 

Temple in 70 AD and the horror that came with it. Hebrews 9:27 says that “Just as man is 

destined to die once and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take 

away the sins of many people; and He will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to 

bring salvation to those who are waiting for Him.” God is a God of love but He is also a God 

of Judgment. Let us flee to the Savior while we can, lest we face Him later as Judge. 

Verses 69-75 

Peter does deny Jesus three times and immediately after the third, the rooster crowed. 

Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said and went outside and wept bitterly. 

I am always amazed at God's characteristic of long-suffering. When I think how I denied 

Him in the very way that I lived for so many years, I am humbled by His faithfulness 
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towards me in the midst of my rejection of Him. It wasn't from lack of belief in God, but 

rather about how to come into relationship with Him. I thought that all roads lead to the 

top of the “mountain”. I had great zeal in the 14 years I spent in practicing the path of Zen 

Buddhism. I became a Zen evangelist and also a pain in the butt! When my Zen world 

collapsed, a spirit spoke to me saying “You are not right with God.” How that thought came I 

do not know. Living in a cult for 7 years left me feeling that I could never trust organized 

religion again. Several years after moving to Alabama I came to a place of personal defeat, 

agony and terror. Then and only then did I cry out to the Lord. My prayer to Him was simply 

that I was beaten down, hopeless and helpless and if He would be so kind, please come to 

my rescue. And He did in the shape of people, places and events. Only much later would I 

come to see that my Creator has always been watching over me like the Good Shepherd 

that He is! He is the father that I was always seeking after my earthly father died when I was 

8 years old. What I have learned is that God never gave up on me, no matter what. Also, 

that denying God is like sitting on a tree branch high in the air and sawing off the same 

branch declaring that “I will show them.” Gravity prevails. My denial of God and His ways led 

my to great suffering and turmoil which led to surrender which led to awakening. Perhaps 

that is why the resurrected Jesus asked Peter three times if Peter loved Him. And when 

Peter said he did each time Jesus told him to feed His sheep. Three denials, three 

affirmations. God ways are so much higher than my ways and I am eternally grateful for 

that. 
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Wednesday, April 17, 2019 

Matthew 27: 1-26  

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together 

against Jesus in order to bring about his death. 2 They bound him, led him away, and 

handed him over to Pilate the governor. 

3 When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought back 

the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. 4 He said, “I have sinned by 

betraying innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” 5 Throwing 

down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he went and hanged himself. 6 

But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the 

treasury, since they are blood money.” 7 After conferring together, they used them to buy 

the potter’s field as a place to bury foreigners. 8 For this reason that field has been called 

the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the 

prophet Jeremiah, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one on whom a 

price had been set, on whom some of the people of Israel had set a price, 10 and they gave 

them for the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.” 

11 Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of 

the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief priests and 

elders, he did not answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many 

accusations they make against you?” 14 But he gave him no answer, not even to a single 

charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

15 Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, 

anyone whom they wanted. 16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus 

Barabbas. 17 So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to 

release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he realized that it 

was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 19 While he was sitting on the judgment 

seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I 

have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” 20 Now the chief priests and the 

elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21 The governor 
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again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, 

“Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the 

Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” 23 Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he 

done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 

24 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took 

some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s 

blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us 

and on our children!” 26 So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he 

handed him over to be crucified. 

Devotional - Lindsay Pruitt 

In this passage we read about the continuing narrative of Jesus’ trial, crucifixion, and death. 

Things are looking really dark and hopeless. Jesus is betrayed by his friends and is taken 

into custody by the Roman government. Jesus is stuck between and rock and hard place. 

He has been abandoned, and he is vulnerable. I have never been the type of intellectual 

biblical scholar that talks about historical context or Greek translations. It is important? 

Absolutely! When I read stories like the trial of Jesus I want to know how does relate to the 

here and now. In this passage we see Jesus in his humanness and his most divine. Jesus 

knows his full divine identity as God’s Son but he is also at his most human by being 

vulnerable to the crowd and surroundings. Jesus crucifixion is eminent and there is a sense 

of hopelessness. How often do you feel helpless and hopeless? Like things are just the way 

they are and there will be no change? How comforting it is to know that God knows how to 

be present with us In our pain and vulnerability. How comforting it is to know that the story 

of Jesus trial and crucifixion isn’t over? God still it at work. I find comfort in knowing that 

even when times are fearful, lonely, and hopeless that our story isn’t over God is still at 

work.  
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Thursday, April 18, 2019 - Maundy Thursday 

Matthew 26:17-30 (NIV) 

17 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and 

asked, “Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?”18 He 

replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed 

time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’”19 So the 

disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover.20 When evening came, 

Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were eating, he said, 

“Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.”22 They were very sad and began to say to him 

one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?”23 Jesus replied, “The one who has 

dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man will go just as it is 

written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for 

him if he had not been born.”25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you 

don’t mean me, Rabbi?”Jesus answered, “You have said so.” 

26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”27 Then he took a cup, and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my 

blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, 

I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with 

you in my Father’s kingdom.”30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of 

Olives. 

Devotional - Patsy Jeffocat 

The last supper is a poignant portrayal of fellowship and fear, love and betrayal, foreboding 

and hope. Each time we partake of the Lord’s Supper, we remember.  Luke’s gospel records 

Jesus saying to the disciples, “Do this in remembrance of me.”   

My earliest memory of the Lord’s Supper, or Communion as it was called in my childhood 

church, was of my daddy (and other deacons, all men) serving stale crackers and juice in 

little glass cups at the end of worship, once a quarter.  Our pastor would always remind us 
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to think about Jesus and no one else, and when everyone was served, he would say, “And 

when they had sung a hymn…” and we would all sing “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”.   I think I 

was in college before I realized that singing “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” was not a required 

part of taking Communion. 

I was a member at Crosscreek the first time I was served Lord’s Supper by a woman.  It 

seemed odd to me at the time, but now it seems odd on the rare occasion when we are 

served by only men.   For me at least, different genders, races, backgrounds, ages, etc. 

serving Lord’s Supper is a model of inclusion, which is central to Jesus’ teaching.  

The first time I was served the Lord’s Supper by intinction was in Piedras Negras, Mexico, at 

the end of Crosscreek’s first mission trip there.  The pastor of Mountain Brook Presbyterian 

was serving what he called “chip and dip”.  It seemed a bit irreverent when he described it 

that way, but that was among the most holy and memorable Lord’s Suppers ever for me. 

Remembering the sacrifice of our Lord in that setting with friends, old and new, with whom 

we had toiled and tried to show the love of God to a hurting community, was something I 

hope to always remember. 

When Jim Evans was Crosscreek’s Pastor, he was invited to preach at the National Cathedral 

in Washington, DC.  Several of us from Crosscreek tagged along.  The sermon, the 

cathedral, the setting, the service, everything was awe inspiring.  Toward the end of the 

service, we were invited to partake in the Lord’s Supper, and we solemnly filed to the altar 

for unleavened bread and WINE.  That little taste of wine, not grape juice, was a bit of a 

shock to our little band of Baptists from the “heart of Dixie”.   We seriously were afraid that 

17 year old Mindy was going to choke, or worse, from the shock of it! 

Just over a year ago, I was asked to help serve Lord’s Supper at Crosscreek.  During the 

serving, I suddenly realized that our granddaughter, Maya, was about to take her first 

Communion and she was in the line I was serving.  By the time she got to me, I could barely 

see her face through the tears, and my words to her were hardly a whisper.   That beautiful, 

sweet, innocent face looking up at me is a memory I cherish.  (By the way, today is Maya’s 

birthday.  Happy Birthday, baby girl!)  

“Do this in remembrance of me.” Our Savior suffered and died a horrible death, all for me 

and you.  He gave us the amazing gift of forgiveness and grace, and the sacrament of Lord’s 
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Supper that helps us remember.  What are some memorable Lord’s Suppers in your life? 

How can we honor those remembrances by being more loving and more inclusive when we 

“go out”?  Jesus shed His blood and sacrificed His body for ALL. Thanks be to God.   
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Friday, April 19, 2019 - Good Friday 

Matthew 27:27-61 

27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they 

gathered the whole cohort around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 
29 and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in 

his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 They 

spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 After mocking him, they 

stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify 

him. 

32 As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this 

man to carry his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means 

Place of a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he 

would not drink it. 35 And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among 

themselves by casting lots; 36 then they sat down there and kept watch over him. 37 Over his 

head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 

38 Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39 Those 

who passed by derided him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who would destroy the 

temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from 

the cross.” 41 In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were 

mocking him, saying, 42 “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let 

him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let God 

deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” 44 The bandits who were 

crucified with him also taunted him in the same way. 

45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 46 And 

about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 When some of the bystanders heard it, they 

said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48 At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it 

with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let 

us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and 
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breathed his last. 51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 

bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened, and 

many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. 53 After his resurrection they 

came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. 54 Now when the 

centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and 

what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

55 Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had followed Jesus from 

Galilee and had provided for him. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 

mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 

57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was 

also a disciple of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate 

ordered it to be given to him. 59 So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen 

cloth 60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a 

great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 

were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 

Devotional - “The Curtain Comes Down” - Wes Jeffcoat 

As I read the story of the crucifixion of Jesus, I am both saddened and honored.  Saddened 

by the brutality Jesus endured for you and me.   I have no doubt that Jesus had the ability 

(power) to halt this most inhumane treatment he was receiving.  Yet, because of his love for 

each of us and his willingness to follow God’s will, he endured.  And I am honored to be so 

loved by Jesus.  I know the sins of my life, and so does Jesus, yet he was willing to forgive 

and love and welcome me into His family.  I find comfort in knowing that the curtain in the 

temple was torn into from top to bottom.  The one barrier that separated common people 

like each of us from God was removed from above through the death of Jesus on the cross. 

Now the only barrier that keeps us separated from the love of God is ourselves.  I have to 

ask myself, if Jesus was willing to endure such horrible treatment for me, what am I willing 

to do for Jesus?  How many times have I failed to follow Jesus’ call, because it might be too 

inconvenient for me?  How inconvenient was dying on the cross? 
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Saturday, April 20, 2019 - Holy Saturday 

Matthew 27: 62-66 

62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees 

gathered before Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was 

still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 64 Therefore command the tomb to be made 

secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the 

people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last deception would be worse than the 

first.” 65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.” 
66 So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone. 

Devotional - Jessica Haywood 

The Pharisees, chief priests, and Pilate were paranoid. These were the men who would 

have seen the temple veil tear when Jesus died and everyone would have felt the earth 

tremble when Jesus died, they were starting to see that these events occurring 

simultaneously couldn’t have been a mere accident. Their hearts were changing, and they 

were beginning to recognize Jesus as the true son of God.  They saw him suffer like any 

other human. Their eyes were being opened to the power of Jesus, and this scared the 

mess out of them. They wanted to secure the tomb, so they found the largest stone that 

needed employment and set it in front of the opening. (How the guards just “set” the 

monster stone, I have no idea. I mean, I get winded going up stairs.) If the stone wasn’t 

enough, a guard was chosen to stand watch in front of the tomb to be sure those crazy 

Jesus following disciples did not try to come and steal their leader’s body. They were taking 

every 1st century precaution they could to be sure that Jesus was dead and would stay 

dead. If they had surveillance cameras, I bet there would be hundreds inside and outside of 

tomb.   

Are you ever terrified of how God is moving in your life? I often see God’s power all around 

me, but I am terrified and paranoid of the outcome. I am afraid of what could happen if I let 

go of my earthly ideals and comforts and follow what God is calling me to do. He calls me to 

believe in him. He has everything I could ever need ready for me. Just like how he supplied 

all the needs of the Israelites in the desert, he supplies all of my needs in my deserts, 
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mountains, and valleys. I set up guards and stones around my heart and mind to secure 

myself, but sometimes I forget to open myself to the way God is calling me to think, go, or 

do.  

I challenge you in the darkness between Good Friday and Easter Sunday to think about 

what you are being asked to do differently. Spend some time pondering your call to God’s 

work and how you can push back your stone and remove your guard.  
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Sunday, April 21, 2019 - Easter Sunday 

Matthew 28:1-10 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of 

the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His 

appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards 

shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I 

know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for he has been 

raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 

‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there 

you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and 

great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And 

they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do 

not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

Devotional - Jill Hudson 
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